
This week’s readings

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

To receive this newsletter by email each week, email hartlepoolnewsletter@gmail.com 

 

MESSAGE FROM CANON MICHAEL GRIFFITHS 

 

Our usual idea of time is sequential: we move forward like the water in a river. But liturgical time is like a circle which 

ends precisely where the line began. The unease that many people feel today comes from treating life as a 

succession of disconnected moments. The liturgical year starts and ends with God, our Beginning and our End. The 

end is where we start from, like deciding our destination before we start the journey. The Advent wreath symbolizes 

the circle of life. It is made from evergreen leaves which withstand the decay of winter in order to express the virtue 

of hope which survives darkness and coldness in the winter if faith. Week by week an extra candle is lit to express the 

coming of Christ. Christmas is the mid-winter feast of light returning to conquer the darkness. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The  Gospel  is  a  frightening  one,  and  the  final  line  is  outright  terrifying:  ‘Stay  awake, praying at all times for 

the strength to survive all that is going to happen and to stand with  confidence before the Son of Man’ (Luke 21:36). 

Matthew tells us what it is like to stand before the Son of Man. Have I given food to my hungry brothers and sisters, 

or provided for them in their need, or cared for them when they’re sick, or visited them in prison? Just to get to that 

point, we must survive great suffering. Since we don’t know when it will happen, we must be prepared to face 

judgment at all times. We have been warned! 

Let Paul’s words comfort us, lest we despair. The One who judges is also the one who comes to our assistance. When 

Paul prays that the Christians in Thessalonika be made blameless for the judgment, he prays to the Lord. The judge 

himself will strengthen us for the last judgment. It’s like being given the answers to our final exam! We know what we 

must do; we must act accordingly, ‘increase(ing) your love and make you love one another and the whole human 

race’ (1 Thessalonians 3:12). 

How do we do this? Perhaps the secret to preparing for the Lord’s coming - at Christmas, at the Last Judgment, or 

fully into our hearts - is to act as if the Lord is already here. After all, he is. Do we see the Lord in our brother and 

sister in need? The more willingly we see the Lord in our neighbour, the more easily we love those whom we would 

otherwise overlook, dismiss, or outright reject. How easily do we focus our love solely on our own loved ones, or, 

worse, just ourselves? May we see Jesus in all those in need and act accordingly. 

Father Michael 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK - Can I name a person or group of people whom I now realise I have overlooked?  

                                              How can I seek out Jesus in my neighbour? 

 



Year of The Eucharist, Preparation for the Synod 

CONSULTATION - We have had our consultation meeting at EMS School with representatives of the diocese  

and our area. This was a frank and charitable exchange. While there was acceptance that we will need to  

change to meet the realities of our present day and create a sustainable and workable future, people struggled with the effects that this would 

have on particular communities within Holy Family Parish as a whole. We will therefore need to have another consultation in January. Details to 

follow. I’m very grateful to those who attended and that there was a good mix of people from across the town. 

 

MUSIC GROUP - Would you like to contribute to the music for the 10am Mass at St Joseph’s? If so, we are re-establishing the singing group 

to lead the music worship on a Sunday morning. We propose to meet in church at 9:30 and practice for 20 minutes prior to Mass. We will be 

starting on Sunday 5th December and working towards Christmas in the first instance. We will be learning some favourite hymns but also some 

new material to enhance the liturgy. If you have any further questions about the group, please see Fr Michael or James (organist). 

 

ADVENT REFLECTIONS - The Vicariate for Faith and Mission has produced a set of booklets of Advent reflections, one for each week of 

Advent. As we prepare for Jesus’ coming at Christmas, we hope that this year’s edition will once again foster prayerful reflection on the 

Scriptures and their relevance to our daily Christian living. The Seasonal Reflections page on the diocesan website can be found at 

https://diocesehn.org.uk/living-the-faith/liturgy-prayer/#seasonal. The reflections have been contributed by a mix of clergy and lay people to 

express the richness and variety of our diocesan community. The first 3 booklets are available online. The booklet for the 4th Week of Advent 

will follow shortly. 

 

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE - Tickets are now available for the Christmas raffle and are available in all of our churches. You can also take an envelope 

from the back of church if you would like to donate a prize for the raffle. The raffle will be drawn in St Joseph’s hall, on the weekend of 11/12 

December. We wait to see the situation for what kind of social event we might have in and around the draw, but we hope to have this live 

streamed. We will also be having the Christmas lamps, and envelopes to dedicate the lamps will be available from the 1st December. 

 

PIETY SHOP - We have a range of advent calendars, diaries, books and reflections for the season as well as a variety of Christmas cards. 

Charity cards this year support Apostleship of the Sea, CAFOD and The Catholic Children's Society. Individual cards are also available. Please 

make a payment using the box on the wall. 

 

ADVENT ALMS 2021 - This Advent, we ask you to consider supporting St Cuthbert’s Care. Our charity provides frontline registered care 

services for people with complex disabilities, residential homes and fostering for young people and two Catholic nursing homes for older 

people. All Advent donations will help to purchase gifts for all our residents in our care this Christmas, along with new electronic devices to 

help our older residents keep pace with our digitised world. Your support is precious to us and helps us to continue to provide outstanding 

care and peace of mind to families. Thank you so much. 

 

CHRISTMAS MASSES - It is hard to make definite plans as there is always a possibility that the government may introduce further restrictions. 

In the light of this, and working within the regulations we are now asked to operate, we will celebrate the following Masses at Christmas: All 

Christmas Eve Masses will take place at St Joseph’s, which provides the biggest capacity: 4.30pm Carols, 5pm Vigil Mass, 6.30pm Carols, 7pm 

Vigil Mass, 9pm Carols, 9.30pm Midnight Mass. Christmas Day: 9am Mass of Dawn at St Patrick’s Church, 10am Mass of Christmas Day at St 

Mary’s Church. 

 

CHRISTMAS CANDLES AND LAMPS - Each year at Christmas time we fill our church with candles or lamps which are lit over the Christmas 

period. These candles are all dedicated to those we love, those we miss and those we care for. They can also be dedicated to those who have 

died, to family and friends, or simply for someone or something you’d like to pray for. In St Joseph’s and St Patrick’s there are envelopes at the 

back of church, please follow the instructions on the front of the envelope and return, with your £5 donation inside, to the box at the back of 

church asap. In St Mary’s, place and envelope with your intention written clearly on it in the box at the back of church, or send a message to 

the St Mary’s Facebook Page. There is no set donation for candles at St Mary’s, but any donations are welcome. Please could all intentions be 

provided before Sunday 19th December. Thank you! 

 

CAROL SERVICE - Paraphernalia will be holding a Carol Service in St Mary’s Church on Sunday 19th December at 6:30pm. We are delighted to 

be able to host the service this year and all are welcome to attend. Please arrive early to ensure everyone can be seated safely before the 

service begins. The service will also be live streamed for those unable to make it in person so please look out for that on Facebook. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

For enquiries about ministry to young people, or to volunteer, see contact details → 

      We are looking for new volunteers to assist our Children’s Liturgy leaders at our Sunday Masses. 

 

POSADA Each Tuesday in Advent, join us for a short liturgy at 3.30pm. This week we are at St Mary’s Church. 

ADVENT WREATH EVERGREEN APPEAL - If you have any foliage to spare, please contact Ric before Sunday 5th December. 

YOUTH MINISTRY COORDINATION TEAM will meet in St Mary’s presbytery 7-8.30pm on Tuesday 7th December to plan upcoming 

events and discuss vision for 2022. 

It is still essential to wear masks 

and have social distancing in 

church to maintain it as a safe 

place for worship. Thank you 

for your cooperation.  

https://diocesehn.org.uk/living-the-faith/liturgy-prayer/#seasonal


Please remember in your prayers all those in our communities who are sick or housebound, especially:  

STEPHEN ANDERSON,  PAT BAKER,  MICHAEL BLACKFORD,  HILARY BRADBURY,  DENNIS BRATT,  MARGARET BURKE,  KAY BURNS,  MICHAEL 

CANN,  SARAH CARROLL,  RITA CHARLTON,  MARIE CHOLMONDELEY,  VERONICA COCHRANE,  DANIEL COSBY,  BETTY CRANE,  NEIL DAVIS,  

LOTTIE DOCHERTY,  NATALIE EGLINTINE,  TERESA FALKINGHAM,  EMILY FLANNERY,  ALISON FOSTER,  LORRAINE GALEN,  DOROTHY GEEN,  

TOM GILFOYLE,  DIANNE GOODING,  PETER GRIEVES,  CHRISTINE HANSELL,  MARY HARPER,  MARY HARRIS,  LYNNE HARRISON,  ANDREW 

HAYGARTH,  BELLA HOEY,  MURIEL HOWE,  MOLLY HUGHES,  PETER JOHNSON,  CHRISTINE JONES,  ETTY JORDAN,  MOIRA KELLY, CEILIA KING,   

MARGARET KIRKPATRICK,  KEN KNIGHT,  MARIE LYDON,  MAUREEN MAGUIRE,  VERA MARRIOTT,  MARY MASON,  PAUL MCCRAITH,  OWEN 

MCENEANEY,  JIM MCKENNA,  CHRISTOPHER MGHEE,  PAUL MOORE,  PAT NESS,  KITTY NEWSTEAD,  SYLVICE NOTRIANNI,  DORIS O’DELL,  

WINNIE OLIVER,  MYRA PATTISON,  MILLIE PEARCE,  EDDIE PEARSON,  COLIN PRICE,  JEAN RICHARDSON,  PAM ROBERTSON,  JOSEPH 

ROBINSON,  PAULA ROGERS,  HILDA RYAN,  AGNES SCULLY,  CORAZON SIMPSON,  MATTHEW STEEL,  BRENDA STOTT,  BRETT SWAIN,  GAIL 

SYMINGTON,  MATTHEW THACKERAY,  NORA TRISCHLER,  JONATHON VOKES,  KAY WALLACE,  JAMES WALSH,  ANTHONY WEEGRAM. 

 

All the sick and their carers, both at home and in hospital, are prayed for at each Mass,  

as well as the health and safety of all parishioners.   

 

Please pray for those who have died recently:  

John Walsh, Philip Stokle, Olwyn Tracey, Madeleine Dawkins  

and for their family and friends who mourn their loss. 

 

We also pray for all those whose anniversaries fall this week: 

ST JOSEPH’S: Simon Trory, Enid Robinson, Kenneth Dowson, Leo Bianco, Jean Smith, John Charles Reid, Joan Hall, Patrick Walsh. 

ST MARY’S: Colin Henderson, Peter Keegans, Mary Cornforth, Patrick Walsh, Jane Wilkinson. 

ST PATRICK’S: Arthur Smith, Eric Noble, Albert Howe, Nora Ridden, Stan Butterfield, Rosella Thompson, Denise Breward,  

John Mahony, Mary Gooding. 

ST JOHN VIANNEY’S: Teresa Sullivan, Kenneth Coull, Anne Marie Noble, Leo Bianco, Ronald Dring, The Mitchell Family. 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them. Amen. 
 

_________________________________________________ 
 

 

BAPTISM MEETING - The next Baptism meeting will be on Tuesday 7th December, at 6pm, in St Joseph’s Church. Please note that at least one 

parent must be a baptised Catholic. Facemasks are to be worn, and social distancing observed. Children aren’t required to attend this meeting. 

_________________________________________________ 
Listen to the Word               First Sunday of Advent 

 

Jeremiah 33: 14-16  Psalm 24 1    Thessalonians 3:12 – 4: 2          Luke 21: 25-28, 34-36 

 

Advent is a season of hope and anticipation. It is a time in our lives to be savoured and enjoyed 

because we anticipate the birth of the Christ Child, and we hope always for better things to come. 

Sometimes the Word we hear may seem out of place for the season but listen carefully for all the 

joy, hope and love of the great feast of Christmas is lying unseen beneath the various readings. 

Today we begin to prepare ourselves for a journey through Advent. As always on a journey we need 

to put on fresh clothing but pack also those treasured things without which the journey would be 

incomplete. 

We begin the journey with a promise, a hope; God promised the people of Israel that he would send 

to them a saviour, “a virtuous branch” born of the House of David, to be His chosen one. Jeremiah 

reminds us today of that promise which we will see come to fruition in the days and weeks to come. 

If we are truly to experience the gifts of God’s promise, then we must prepare our hearts to receive 

the child. Paul speaks of love; a love which will flow from our hearts to others, a love which will 

continue to grow and change us.  He speaks of hearts confirmed in holiness and without blame. Our 

lives must be dedicated to doing the will of God by serving all of his humanity. 

Luke reminds us that we face all kinds of trials and obstacles on our journey. Nothing will be easy; 

there are times of danger, and the world has such a subtle way of deceiving those who do not take 

care. We must always be alert but if we follow His teaching then, one day, we will “stand with 

confidence before the Son of Man”.              David Frank 

_________________________________________________ 
 

DONATIONS – Anyone wishing to provide regular giving, you can instruct your bank to set up a standing order using these details: ……     

  Beneficiary: DHN The Holy Family  Account Number: 11173928 Sort Code: 40-34-45.  Thank you. 

Prayer - First Week of Advent 

Lord 

Today we begin our Advent Journey. 

Fill my heart with Hope, Joy and Love, 

So that my steps are lighter, 

My mind is clearer, 

And I am focused completely on you. 

There will be distractions, 

Cries for attention, 

Things to be done, 

But in my time Lord, not yours. 

I need to know 

That the paths I walk, 

The people I meet, 

The challenges, the failures  

and the triumphs, 

Lead me to you. 

For you are the light I search for. 

Amen 



 
During the suspension of Sunday Obligation  

*Live stream: www.facebook.com/HolyFamilyHartlepool 

Pre-Recorded Telephone Liturgies Call: 01429 450388 for recorded Liturgy of the Word, homily, and prayers  

available from Saturday evenings onwards (calls charged at local rate) 

 

 
St Joseph’s  

TS26 9EY 

St Mary’s  

TS24 0HD 

St Patrick’s  

TS25 3QG 

Saturday 

27th November 2021 

Saturday Mass of  

Our Lady 

11.00 am Wedding Service 

Daniel Dickson and Nadine Porritt 
 

4.00 pm - 4.30 pm 

Exposition and Confessions  

. 

5.00 pm Vigil Mass 

Dave Tilley (A) 

10.30 am Remembrance Mass 

Richard and Ann Roe 
 

Sunday 

28th November 2021 

1st Sunday of Advent 

10.00 am Mass 

Peter and Annie Allen 

*11.00 am Mass 

Holy Souls 

9.00 am Mass 

Paul Lennard 

Birthday Remembrance of  

Father Tom Cunningham 

  

 Coffee after Mass in the hall 

Monday 

29th November 2021 

Weekday of Advent 

  10.00 am Mass  

Mary Jukes 

Deceased Members of the  

Brannan Family 

 

Tuesday 

30th November 2021 

St Andrew, Apostle, 

Patron of Scotland 

12.05 pm Mass 

Simon Troy 

2.00 pm 

Rosary 

 

3.30 pm - 4.00 pm POSADA 

Short Liturgy 

10.30 am - 11.30 am 

 Exposition, Rosary and Private 

Prayer  

 1.00 pm - 3.00 pm  

Over 60s Club  

6.30 pm Mass 

Stan Butterfield 

Wednesday 

1st December 2021 

 Weekday of Advent 

6.00 pm - 6.25 pm 

Exposition and Confessions 

 

6.30 pm Mass 

Desmond O’Connor 

 
 

  

Thursday 

2nd December 2021 

 Weekday of Advent 

12.05 pm Mass 

Dick and Lily Hegarty 

 

1.30 pm Funeral Service 

Philip Stokle 

6.30 pm Mass 

NBF 

 

Friday 

3rd December 2021 

St Francis Xavier 

12.05 pm Mass 

A Very Special Intention 

  

Saturday 

4th December 2021 

 Weekday of Advent 

4.00 pm - 4.30 pm 

Exposition and Confessions  

. 

5.00 pm Vigil Mass 

Seamus McEneaney 
 

  

Sunday 

5th December 2021 

2nd Sunday of Advent 

10.00 am Mass 

Ted and Mary Hitchen 

*11.00 am Mass 

Friends & Family of the  

Fearon and Fernie families 

9.00 am Mass 

John and Winifred Joy 

 

 Coffee after Mass in the hall 

 

 4.00pm - 5.30 pm  

4 O’clock Family Service 

Advent Wreath making  

and Hot dogs 

 

http://www.facebook.com/HolyFamilyHartlepool

