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To receive this newsletter by email each week, email hartlepoolnewsletter@gmail.com 

 

MESSAGE FROM CANON MICHAEL GRIFFITHS 

 

Rose Ayling-Ellis has captured the hearts and imagination of the nation in these difficult days. This profoundly deaf 

contestant in Strictly Come Dancing would seem to have little chance of winning the competition as she is unable to 

hear the music and so the beat, but has learnt through counting to master the dance and get a perfect 10. It is the 

enduring popularity of this competition that people come from nowhere overcoming the odds stacked against them 

to win through and show it can be done. This is the secular world witnessing to the power of grace, ‘the Almighty 

works marvels for me, Holy is his name!’   

‘Bethlehem least of the clans of Judah, out of you will be born a leader.’  Of course it has happened before because 

from here David eventually became king and leader of God’s people. The young son who it was thought not 

worthwhile to bring him from the fields to meet the prophet because there were so many other brothers who were 

more qualified and able. ‘God does not see as man sees; man looks at appearances, but God looks at the heart.’  It is 

in the heart and the unlikely places and people that God’s grace is able to work best. 

Gabriel was not sent to a renowned married woman of Jerusalem, but to a poor, meek seemingly unimportant 

teenage woman in the backwater of Nazareth. Elizabeth who was considered barren breaks out of a five month 

seclusion with shouts of joy, recognising that the grace given to her to bear a child against all the odds is even more 

true of Mary. ‘Of all women you are the most blessed and blessed is the fruit of your womb.’  God has a tendency, 

whether with places or people, to choose the unlikely one, the one dismissed and written off, to prove that his grace 

can do all things and is enough for us. 

Are we learning from these difficult times when all our structures and systems, our goals and success, are laid low by 

a virus to rediscover the power of God’s grace to come into the most unlikely places and hearts to transform, enrich 

and make new. This is the hope and grace we celebrate at Christmas that in this unremarkable town, in this poor 

stable, against all the odds is born the Messiah who will change hearts and change the world, for all is grace. 

 

O Lord, give us yourself above all things. 

It is in your coming alone that we are enriched. 

It is in your coming that true gifts come. 

Come, Lord, that we may share the gifts of your Presence. 

Come, Lord, with healing of the past, come and calm our memories. 

Come with joy for the present, come and give life to our existence. 

Come with hope for the future, come and give a sense of eternity. 

Come with strength for our wills, come with power for our thoughts. 

Come with love for our heart, come and give affection to our being. 

Come, Lord, give yourself above all things, and help us to give ourselves to you. 

 

Tides and Seasons, David Adam 

Father Michael 
 

 

 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK - Whom can I visit this Christmas season, bearing Christ and bringing joy, whom I  

                                               hadn’t planned to see? 

 



Year of The Eucharist, Preparation for the Synod 

 

LOOKING TO OUR FUTURE - Having met together and  having heard some of the thoughts and feelings  

about the future for Holy Family Parish, I have now reported back to the Bishop and the Episcopal Council indicating the acceptance of people 

in Hartlepool of the need for change, whilst acknowledging their struggle to accept how it might affect them. The Bishop has therefore asked 

me to hold an open day with representatives of each of the different Church communities that make up Holy Family Parish in order to discuss 

and discern a way forward. This will hopefully consolidate the parish and ensure it is sustainable against the background of falling numbers of 

people at Mass, together with the financial implications of this, and the fact that there are only two priests to serve the whole town. I will be 

organising a venue for this meeting along with a facilitator, and will give more details in the New Year. With prayers, Fr Mark. 

 

RECONCILIATION / CONFESSION - Please note this week that there is an opportunity within Mass for reconciliation / individual confession. 

This will take place after the Homily and examination of conscience. People will be invited forward, everyone wearing masks, and will be able to 

come to one of the priests and mention one or two things that they particularly would like forgiveness for, returning then to their places for 

the rest of Mass. 

 

CHRISTMAS MASSES - A reminder that all Masses on Christmas Eve are in St Joseph’s Church to provide the biggest and safest venue for 

everybody, and are as follows: 4.30pm Carols, 5pm Vigil Mass, 6.30pm Carols, 7pm Vigil Mass, 9pm Carols, 9.30pm Midnight Mass. Christmas 

Day: 9am Mass of Dawn at St Patrick’s Church, 10am Mass of Christmas Day at St Mary’s Church. Please note that the 7pm Vigil Mass and the 

10am Mass of Christmas Day are both live-streamed. 

 

COMMUNION TO THE SICK AND HOUSEBOUND - It is with regret that once more this year, due to the new variant, we find ourselves with 

restrictions that caution us against visiting the sick and housebound in their homes. While this is for everyone’s safety, we are very conscious 

that it prevents us from having that seasonal visit that we know means a lot. Hopefully in the new year when things calm down again, we may 

be able to reconnect with our many sick and housebound parishioners, as well as with our nursing homes, many of which have their own 

lockdowns at the moment. In the meantime, can I encourage all our sick and housebound to use our telephone service and ring (01429) 

450388, which has a reflection on the Sunday readings and prayers, as well as a personal message from your priests and deacon. You will also 

find a short time of prayer and reflection, and Christmas greetings on the Holy Family Facebook page. Mass is also available on the Holy Family 

Facebook page each Sunday and on Christmas morning. The telephone service is very easy to use, as it’s just like making any normal call. I’m 

sure that perhaps somebody from your family might help you if you struggle with Facebook.           Father Michael, Father Jim and Deacon Jeff. 

 

ST MARY’S: CHRISTMAS UNPLUGGED - Families of all ages are invited to St Mary’s Church at 3pm on Christmas Eve for our annual Crib 

Dressing service, including your favourite carols and reflections led by our young people. Children are invited to dress as shepherds and 

angels. 

 

ST PATRICK’S: CHRISTMAS CARDS - We continue the tradition in St Patrick’s of making a donation to charity instead of sending Christmas 

Cards to those we see every week at Mass. If you wish to do so again this year, please put your donation in an envelope and mark it with your 

name and “Donation in lieu of Christmas Cards”. Your name will appear on a special Christmas Poster at our Christmas Mass. If you wish to join 

in this scheme just follow the instructions given.  

RAFFLE - Many thanks to everyone from St Patrick’s, St Teresa’s and St Cuthbert’s Communities for their help, generosity, and kindness in 

donating prizes and buying tickets for the raffle held on Tuesday 14th December in St Patrick’s Hall in aid of the SVP. A Total of £210.10 was 

raised which included donations received. See list for winners; unclaimed prizes available in Hall after 9am Mass at Coffee Morning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For enquiries about ministry to young people, or to volunteer, see contact details → 

 

 

 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES - PLAYGROUP & CHILDREN’S LITURGY 

WONDERTOTS - A new playgroup is due to begin at St Joseph's Church hall on Wednesday 12th January, and every  

Wednesday in term time. We are looking for volunteers who may be interested in helping to run activities on a rota  

basis or serve refreshments. We are also looking for donations of toys of all kinds to help us kickstart Wondertots!  
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY - We are looking for new volunteers to assist our Children’s Liturgy leaders at all of our Sunday Masses. 

For more information about volunteering, please contact Ric. 

 

EVENTS - CELEBRATING ADVENT WITH YOUR FAMILY 

POSADA - We will once again mark the advent journey of Mary and Joseph by meeting at churches across the parish, parishioners of all 

ages are warmly invited. Our short liturgy will take place 3.30-4pm on Tues 21st Dec at St Cuthbert’s, and at 4.30pm on Fri 24th Dec at St 

Joseph’s as part of the family carols before the Vigil Mass. 

It is still essential to wear masks 

and have social distancing in 

church to maintain it as a safe 

place for worship. Thank you 

for your cooperation.  



Please remember in your prayers all those in our communities who are sick or housebound, especially:  

STEPHEN ANDERSON,  PAT BAKER,  MICHAEL BLACKFORD,  HILARY BRADBURY,  DENNIS BRATT,  MARGARET BURKE,  KAY BURNS,  MICHAEL 

CANN,  SARAH CARROLL,  RITA CHARLTON,  MARIE CHOLMONDELEY,  VERONICA COCHRANE,  DANIEL COSBY,  BETTY CRANE,  NEIL DAVIS,  

LOTTIE DOCHERTY,  NATALIE EGLINTINE,  TERESA FALKINGHAM,  EMILY FLANNERY,  ALISON FOSTER,  LORRAINE GALEN,  DOROTHY GEEN,  

TOM GILFOYLE,  DIANNE GOODING,  PETER GRIEVES,  CHRISTINE HANSELL,  MARY HARPER,  MARY HARRIS,  LYNNE HARRISON,  ANDREW 

HAYGARTH,  BELLA HOEY,  MURIEL HOWE,  MOLLY HUGHES,  PETER JOHNSON,  CHRISTINE JONES,  ETTY JORDAN,  MOIRA KELLY, CEILIA KING,   

MARGARET KIRKPATRICK,  KEN KNIGHT,  MARIE LYDON,  MAUREEN MAGUIRE,  VERA MARRIOTT,  MARY MASON,  IAN MATTHEWS,  PAUL 

MCCRAITH,  OWEN MCENEANEY,  JIM MCKENNA,  CHRISTOPHER MGHEE,  PAUL MOORE,  PAT NESS,  KITTY NEWSTEAD,  SYLVICE NOTRIANNI,   

WINNIE OLIVER,  MYRA PATTISON,  MILLIE PEARCE,  EDDIE PEARSON,  COLIN PRICE,  DAMIAN RAFFERTY,  JEAN RICHARDSON,  PAM 

ROBERTSON,  JOSEPH ROBINSON,  PAULA ROGERS,  HILDA RYAN,  AGNES SCULLY,  CORAZON SIMPSON,  MATTHEW STEEL,  BRENDA STOTT,  

BRETT SWAIN,  GAIL SYMINGTON,  MATTHEW THACKERAY,  LYNSEY TODD,  NORA TRISCHLER,  JONATHON VOKES,  KAY WALLACE,  JAMES 

WALSH,  ANTHONY WEEGRAM. 

 

All the sick and their carers, both at home and in hospital, are prayed for at each Mass,  

as well as the health and safety of all parishioners.   

 

Please pray for those who have died recently:  

Stanley Joseph Beattie, Doris O'Dell, Dave Crisp 

and for their family and friends who mourn their loss.  

 

We also pray for all those whose anniversaries fall this week: 

ST JOSEPH’S: Pat Watson, Joan Hall, Louis Martin, George Dickson, John Malone, Sylvia Wilkinson, Raymond Watson, John 

Boyd, Mary Ellen Hubbert, Kevin O’Connell, Mary Laughton, Ann Glita . 

ST MARY’S: Bill Spalding, Robert Burton, Peggy Mordaunt, Dorothy Cooke, Jane Kempthorne, Jane Hardy. 

ST PATRICK’S: George Dickson,  Peter McPartlin, Jimmy Cockerill, Claire Michael, Kevin Walsh. 

ST JOHN VIANNEY’S: Joan Burke, Ernie Watson, Tina Shaw. 
ST THOMAS MORE’S: John Dobing, Kathleen Pickering, Marlene Muers, Audrey Weegram, Leila Gibson. 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them. Amen. 
 

_________________________________________________ 

 
Listen to the Word                       Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 

Micah 5: 1-4     Psalm 79    Hebrews 10: 5-10       Luke 1: 39-45 

 

Lord, what do you want of me? 

 

Open my eyes, that I might see, the barriers I place between myself and thee. 

Open my ears, that I may hear your call to me, your message clear. 

Open my lips, to sing your glory, speak your Word, tell your story 

Open my arms, that I may hold, the lonely, the lost, in the dark and the cold. 

Open my heart, let my love increase. Make me a channel of your precious peace. 

 

Mary opened her heart to receive the Christ Child, she did not stop to consider the consequences of her action, she reacted with love and with 

faith to a God who lived within her very nature. She took that gift of love, growing within her, and followed her heart, to go to another, to 

share her joy with her cousin Elizabeth. Together they faced a future full of mystery, a future in which they would gain a whole world of wonder 

and majesty but one which would also be of pain and loss. 

Their experience is our experience. We follow their path, we share their faith, we live in hope, we give our love. In life, nothing remains the 

same; sometimes there are dark days and loss, sometimes happy days and new life. Despite all this, because of this, Love remains. 

 

“God, here I am, I am coming to do your will” 

 

David Frank 

_________________________________________________ 
 

DONATIONS – Anyone wishing to provide regular giving, you can instruct your bank to set up a standing order using these details: ……     

  Beneficiary: DHN The Holy Family  Account Number: 11173928 Sort Code: 40-34-45.  Thank you. 



 
During the suspension of Sunday Obligation  

*Live stream: www.facebook.com/HolyFamilyHartlepool 

Pre-Recorded Telephone Liturgies Call: 01429 450388 for recorded Liturgy of the Word, homily, and prayers  

available from Saturday evenings onwards (calls charged at local rate) 

 

 
St Joseph’s  

TS26 9EY 

St Mary’s  

TS24 0HD 

St Patrick’s  

TS25 3QG 

Saturday 

18th December 2021 

 Weekday of Advent 

4.00 pm - 4.30 pm 

Exposition and Confessions  

. 

5.00 pm Vigil Mass 

Brigid Carroll (5th A) 

  

Sunday 

19th December 2021 

4th Sunday of Advent 

10.00 am Mass 

Maxine Caffrey (1st A) 

*11.00 am Mass 

 Memorial Raymond Crawford 

Freda & William James 
 

*6.30 pm Carol Service 

With Paraphernalia 

9.00 am Mass 

Terry Jeffries 

Thanksgiving to St Anthony 

and St Jude 

 

 Coffee after Mass in the hall 

Monday 

20th December 2021 

Weekday of Advent 

7.00 pm Phoenix Group 

Next meet TBA 

10.00 am Mass  

 Ethel & Jimmy Duffy 

Joseph & Kathleen Curren  

& Hooshang Kesharvarsian 

Fred Parker 

 

Tuesday 

21st December 2021 

 Weekday of Advent 

12.05 pm Mass 

Tommy, Evelyn & Graham 

Oliver 

 

2.00 pm 

Rosary 

 

POSADA 3.30 pm - 4.00 pm 

Meet outside St Cuthbert’s Church 

 

 

 

10.30 am - 11.30 am 

 Exposition, Rosary and Private 

Prayer  

 

1.00 pm - 3.00 pm  

Over 60s Club  

 

6.30 pm Mass  

with Confession 

Peter McPartlin 

Wednesday 

22nd December 2021 

 Weekday of Advent 

6.30 pm Mass  

with Confession 

Grace Windsor 

  

Thursday 

23rd December 2021 

 Weekday of Advent 

12.05 pm Mass 

Eileen Czeba 

6.30 pm Mass with Confession 

NBF 

Fr Kevin Daly 

 

Friday 

24th December 2021 

Christmas Eve 

4.30 pm Carols 

5.00 pm Vigil Mass 

Desmond O’Connor 

6.30 pm Carols 

*7.00 pm Vigil Mass 

Thomas & Edith Wigham 

9.00 pm Carols 

9.30 pm Midnight Mass 

Fr Peter Smith 

 

Saturday 

25th December 2021 

 The Nativity of the Lord  

Holyday 

No Vigil Mass 

*10.00 am Mass of Christmas Day 

 Joan & Wilf Hanson 

9.00 am Mass of Dawn 

People of the Parish 

Sunday 

26th December 2021 

The Holy Family of 

Jesus, Mary & Joseph 

10.00 am Mass 

Thomas & Roseann Nealon 

*11.00 am Mass 

Ernie Watson 

9.00 am Mass 

Kevin Walsh 

http://www.facebook.com/HolyFamilyHartlepool

