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MESSAGE FROM CANON MICHAEL GRIFFITHS 

 
Darlington library is a very fine building with beautiful woodwork in its grand entrance and beyond. It had a solemn air almost 

like a church and you could only speak in hushed tones. I remember joining as a child, getting my library card and taking my first 

book home to read. Libraries today are very different, if they haven’t been closed altogether! Reading has to be encouraged 

among young people who have so many alternatives to books and all of us are said to have a much shorter attention span. In 

fact we are all accused of being very good at giving forth, but not so good at truly listening. It is hard for us today to imagine the 

excitement and emotion as Ezra climbed the wooden dais and read the rediscovered book of the law, as the people listened 

attentively for hour after hour. These exiles returning to their homeland and gathering together around the word for the first 

time in living memory. The reading of the law became an expression of their new-found freedom and a celebration of their re-

found faith. Perhaps the experience of our churches being closed and the subsequent restrictions around us gathering for Mass 

is an insight into the tears of joy shed by the people. 

 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus reads to the people from the scroll of the 

prophet Isaiah. Today we would call this a mission statement. Jesus 

announces his intention to bring good news to the poor and liberty 

to captives, new sight to the blind and to set the downtrodden free. 

The people are told that as they listen, these words being fulfilled 

today in the Lord’s year of favour. 

We live in a complex world today and the ways of communicating 

can even be frightening, and our mobile phones make us constantly 

available. It is easy to lose the ability to read, reflect and listen, and 

replace it with hearing and instant reaction. Words can become 

ping pong balls batted backward and forwards. We need to recover 

the gift of listening to others but first of all to ourselves in order to 

understand our poverty, our captivity, our blindness, and how we 

can be downtrodden. In this way we listen and not just hear the 

good news of liberty, new sight and freedom. 

This listening is an essential part of the journey toward the Synod. Pope Francis asks us to put aside our agendas, theories, and 

usual take on things, and to listen instead to God’s word, and in this to listen to our deepest self and to others. Please use the 

Discernment guide today and enter into this journey remembering that the journey is as important as the destination. Today is 

also designated by Pope Francis as the Sunday of the Word of God, in which we reflect upon the importance of God’s word to 

us, both in listening to the scriptures and the celebration of Mass, and also in our own personal reading of scripture. Today then 

we pray that we may always try to deepen our understanding of God’s word, and how it applies in our own lives. And also to 

pray for all those who proclaim God’s word in the ministry of reading. 

 

Father Michael 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK - In what ways am I poor, oppressed or held captive? How does the Lord’s 

promise speak to me? How can I bring glad tidings to those who are poor and oppressed? 



Year of The Eucharist, Preparation for the Synod 

 

 

SEÑOR SANTO NIÑO - Today we conclude the celebrations and prayers of Señor Santo Niño in our 10am Mass and procession at the end. 

Unfortunately we cannot extend an invitation to everyone to the usual celebrations in the hall, but we hope that our Filipino community will 

enjoy nevertheless this fiesta. 

 

SYNOD 2021-2023 - In 2023, Bishops will meet in Rome for the Synod this coming together happens every so many years. Pope Francis has 

begun the preparations early and wants every Catholic - beginning at the parish level- to be part of the process. We will therefore have to look 

for ways as soon as possible to facilitate a reflection across our parish which will then be sent into the diocese to make up the diocesan 

reflection which will then go to the national synodal reflection and then to Rome. Please find time to use the discernment leaflet and the 

suggested process to reflect on today’s Gospel, and to begin the process of being more attentive to God’s word and more listening to our 

deeper self and others.  

 

BAPTISM MEETING - The next Baptism meeting will be on Tuesday 1st February at 6pm, in St Joseph’s Church. Please note that at least 1 

parent must be a baptised Catholic.  

 

CANDLEMAS - Wednesday 2nd February is the feast of the Presentation of the Lord, or Candlemas. There will be blessing of candles and 

procession. This is the last Feast of Christmas, and so you will now be able to take down your Christmas decorations! 

 

COVID 19 - This week the government are beginning to relax various restrictions around safeguarding against the pandemic. We do ask 

people to continue to wear face masks in church, for the protection and safety of all. We hope that this will allow us to reopen our halls in 

February. 

 

PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM 2022 - Dates will be Thursday 28th- Saturday 30th July. More details later regarding cost and when balances 

are due. 

 

ST MARY’S RED MISSION BOXES - Please bring your red box to St Mary's for emptying in January. Maria Morris will be pleased to empty 

them for you. 

 

ST THOMAS MORE’S XMAS SAVINGS CLUB - £1050 was kindly donated to the parish from the last year. If you would like to join the club, 

please contact Mary Storer on 01429 290907. 

 

MONTHLY PRAYER VIGIL AT DERWENTSIDE IRC - A monthly interfaith prayer vigil has been held outside the barrier to the Derwentside 

Immigration Removal Centre since August. During the last few weeks, women have been moved into the Centre which is now England’s main 

IRC for women and will eventually detain 80 women who are seeking asylum. The prayer vigils will continue - both to pray for the women and 

to stand in solidarity with them. As a faith community, we are called to witness to justice and compassion. Please participate in the prayer vigil 

if you can. The next dates planned are Sunday 6th February, Sunday 6th March and Sunday 3rd April. The vigil begins at 3.00pm and the short 

prayer service incorporates a time of silence. The postcode for the centre on Corbridge Road, Medomsley is DH8 6QY. To avoid disruption to 

local residents, park away from the site if you can. If you are unable to join in person, please join in prayer from home at 3.00pm. For more 

information, contact Liz Archibald at lizarchibald.justiceandpeace@gmail.com. 

 

IS GOD CALLING YOU TO BE A PRIEST? - The Diocesan Vocations Team have organised an overnight retreat for men aged 18+ to discern 

whether God is calling them to the Priesthood. Date:  Friday 25th February 2022 5.00pm to Saturday 26th February (after lunch), at Minsteracres 

Retreat Centre, Minsteracres, Consett, DH8 9RT. The cost is £50 (including meals and accommodation). Spaces are limited. Please contact Fr 

Shaun Purdy to book a place or for more information: vocationspromoter@diocesehn.org.uk, 01670 812 200. Bookings to be made by 

Thursday 10th February. 

 

VACANCIES - The Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle has the following vacancies: Health and Safety Officer, to co-ordinate and manage all 

aspects of health and safety across the Diocese. Full-time, permanent. Senior Administrator, to manage and provide high quality administration 

support for the Department for Education. Both positions are full-time and permanent. For further information and details of how to apply 

please visit www.diocesehn.org.uk or contact us on 0191 243 3301. 

 

PARKING - Please take care in parking in Hutton Avenue. One of our neighbours has complained about people parking across his gates and 

blocking him in. I suspect that this may be people coming to funerals or even Baptisms, but just in case please think carefully where you park. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For enquiries about ministry to young people, or to volunteer, see contact details → 

 

 
 

It is still essential to wear masks 

and have social distancing in 

church to maintain it as a safe 

place for worship. Thank you 

for your cooperation.  

mailto:vocationspromoter@diocesehn.org.uk


Please remember in your prayers all those in our communities who are sick or housebound, especially:  

STEPHEN ANDERSON,  PAT BAKER,  MICHAEL BLACKFORD,  HILARY BRADBURY,  DENNIS BRATT,  MARGARET BURKE,  KAY BURNS,  MICHAEL 

CANN,  SARAH CARROLL,  RITA CHARLTON,  MARIE CHOLMONDELEY,  VERONICA COCHRANE,  DANIEL COSBY,  BETTY CRANE,  NEIL 

DAVIS,  LOTTIE DOCHERTY,  NATALIE EGLINTINE,  TERESA FALKINGHAM,  EMILY FLANNERY,  ALISON FOSTER,  LORRAINE GALEN,  DOROTHY 

GEEN,  DIANNE GOODING,  PETER GRIEVES,  CHRISTINE HANSELL,  MARY HARPER,  MARY HARRIS,  LYNNE HARRISON,  ANDREW 

HAYGARTH,  BELLA HOEY,  MURIEL HOWE,  MOLLY HUGHES,  PETER JOHNSON,  CHRISTINE JONES,  ETTY JORDAN,  MOIRA KELLY, CEILIA 

KING,   MARGARET KIRKPATRICK,  KEN KNIGHT,  MARIE LYDON,  MAUREEN MAGUIRE,  VERA MARRIOTT,  MARY MASON,  IAN 

MATTHEWS,  PAUL MCCRAITH,  OWEN MCENEANEY,  JIM MCKENNA,  CHRISTOPHER MGHEE,  PAUL MOORE,  PAT NESS,  KITTY 

NEWSTEAD,  SYLVICE NOTRIANNI,   WINNIE OLIVER,  MYRA PATTISON,  MILLIE PEARCE,  EDDIE PEARSON,  COLIN PRICE,  DAMIAN 

RAFFERTY,  JEAN RICHARDSON,  PAM ROBERTSON,  JOSEPH ROBINSON,  PAULA ROGERS,  HILDA RYAN,  AGNES SCULLY,  CORAZON 

SIMPSON,  MATTHEW STEEL,  BRENDA STOTT,  BRETT SWAIN,  GAIL SYMINGTON,  MATTHEW THACKERAY,  LYNSEY TODD,  NORA 

TRISCHLER,  JONATHON VOKES,  KAY WALLACE,  JAMES WALSH,  ANTHONY WEEGRAM. 

 

All the sick and their carers, both at home and in hospital, are prayed for at each Mass,  

as well as the health and safety of all parishioners.   

 

Please pray for those who have died recently:  

Fr Richard Harriott, John Trundley, John Kelvin Donkin, Lynn Marie Trevail, Ian Wakeling, Frederick Percival 

and for their family and friends who mourn their loss. 

 

We also pray for all those whose anniversaries fall this week: 

ST JOSEPH’S: Jean Garrett, Thomas Wilkinson, Maurice Usher, Josie Harvey, Michael Rutter, Chrissy Ardle-Cox, Nancy 

Hutchinson, Thomas Vasey, Patricia Leonard, Betty Mullins, Doris Emmerson, Fr Ronald Prince. 

ST MARY’S: Josie Allenby, T. William Andrews, Olive Lynch, Fiona Waterland, Olga Caden, Margaret Ellen Percival, Joseph 

Leonard Atkins, Evelyn Stewart. 

ST PATRICK’S: John Thomas, Helen Bradley, Maureen Watson, Barry Parkes, Winifred Hoey. 

ST JOHN VIANNEY’S: Mary Cawley, Hugh Mathieson, Fr.  Gerard Monaghan, George Gofton, Margaret Ainsley, Margaret 

Donnelly. 

ST THOMAS MORE’S: Neville Bloom, Joseph Devine, Julienne Milburn, Patrick Boreland, Shirley Slater, Michael Hanson, 

Geoffrey Fearnley, Patrick Anderson. 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them. Amen. 
 

_________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

Listen to the Word            Third Sunday of the Year  

 

Nehemiah 8: 2-6, 8-10     Psalm 18   1 Corinthians 12: 12-30          Luke 1: 1-4: 4: 14-21 

 

Lay people were allowed to read the Word of God during Mass as one of the reforms of the Second Vatican Council. When readers go to the 

lectern, they take up the Word and proclaim it to the people and we hear the voice of God speaking to us across the centuries. It is so 

important that each reader speaks clearly for if they fail to do so then they silence Christ.  

Today’s passages remind us of the power of the Word and the importance of reflecting on the scriptures, seeing how they touch our daily 

lives. In the first reading. from Nehemiah, Ezra the priest brings the people together and speaks to them of the Law of the Jewish Nation. This 

passage should remind us of the importance of the readings at Mass. They are not dead words written long ago to a people long gone; they 

are the voice of Christ, speaking to us today, in the circumstances of our lives and we should listen and take them to heart. 

Paul’s letter to the Corinthians speaks of the diversity that exists in the church and how the blending of the gifts and service of all the people 

build the Body of Christ. He stresses that we must work together in unity: we cannot do God’s work in isolation from each other. Every 

individual is important and necessary for the health of the whole church. We are one in the Spirit, and each member of the body of Christ 

needs to discover their role in the great journey to the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Luke’s description of the reading of the scroll of Isaiah by Jesus in the synagogue in Nazara reminds us that everything starts with the Word. It 

is through the power of the Word that people are ignited by the flame of faith. Jesus today proclaims the outline of his ministry, He tells us; we 

must bring the good news to the poor, free those who are captive in so many ways, and bring all people to believe in Him by opening their 

eyes to the wonder of his love. Through the prophesy of Isaiah he asks us to listen, for what he looks for is our help to fulfil His mission 

in our world today. 

David Frank 

 

_________________________________________________ 
 

DONATIONS – Anyone wishing to provide regular giving, you can instruct your bank to set up a standing order using these details: ……     

  Beneficiary: DHN The Holy Family  Account Number: 11173928 Sort Code: 40-34-45.  Thank you. 



 
During the suspension of Sunday Obligation 

*Live stream: www.facebook.com/HolyFamilyHartlepool 

 

Pre-Recorded Telephone Liturgies Call: 01429 450388 for recorded Liturgy of the Word, homily, and prayers  

available from Saturday evenings onwards (calls charged at local rate) 

 

 

 
St Joseph’s  

TS26 9EY 

St Mary’s  

TS24 0HD 

St Patrick’s  

TS25 3QG 

Saturday 

22nd January 2022 

Saturday Mass of Our Lady 

4.00 pm - 4.30 pm 

Exposition and Confessions  

. 

5.00 pm Vigil Mass 

Thomas Wilkinson (A) 

 

  

Sunday 

23rd January 2022 

3rd Sunday of the Year 

 

10.00 am Mass 

In Thanksgiving of Señor Santo Niño 

and St Jude 

 

*11.00 am Mass 

People of the Parish 

9.00 am Mass 

Mary Ellen and Bartholomew 

Nealon 

Monday 

24th January 2022 

St Francis de Sales 

 

 

  

10.00 am Mass  

Theresa O’Connor 

 

Tuesday 

25th January 2022 

The Conversion of  

St Paul 

12.05 pm Mass 

Special Intention Prayers Answered 

2.00 pm 

Rosary 

 

 

 

 

10.30 am – 11.30 am 

 Exposition, Rosary and Private 

Prayer  

 

6.30 pm Mass 

Frances and Bernard Harvey 

 

Wednesday 

26th January 2022 

SS Timothy and Titus 

6.00 pm – 6.25 pm 

Exposition and Confessions 

 

6.30 pm Mass 

Elizabeth and Alison Mullins 

 
 

  

Thursday 

27th January 2022 

Weekday 

 

10.00 am Requiem Mass 

Ian Wakeling 

 

12.05 pm Requiem Mass 

Lynn Marie Treveil 

 

6.30 pm Mass 

NBF 

 

Friday 

28th January 2022 

St Thomas Aquinas 

 

12.05 pm Mass 

Michael and Mary Regan 

  

Saturday 

29th January 2022 

Saturday Mass of Our 

Lady 

4.00 pm - 4.30 pm 

Exposition and Confessions  

. 

5.00 pm Vigil Mass 

Fr Gerard Monaghan 

  

Sunday 

30th January 2022 

4th Sunday of the Year 

 

10.00 am Mass 

James Lynch (10th A) 

*11.00 am Mass 

People of the Parish 

9.00 am Mass 

John Murphy and Geraldine 

Douglas 

http://www.facebook.com/HolyFamilyHartlepool

