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Acts of the Apostles: Vision for a Synodal Church 
The Vatican does not postpone major events without very good reasons. Just before Pentecost this year, Pope Francis postponed for one year 

the next synod due to be held in Rome in October 2022. The theme chosen for the synod is synodality itself, which 

Francis says is God’s wish for the Church of the 3rd millennium. The basic meaning of the word ‘synodality’ is ‘journeying together.’ What is 

envisaged is a Church in which all the baptised – laity, priests, religious and bishops – journey together in seeking the way forward as we 

respond to our common vocation as missionary disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 

Francis is saying that the Synod is not just a once-off event in Rome but an extended process in which there is maximum participation of all the 

faithful. For this reason, he is now providing ample opportunity for conversations at local, national and continental levels before the Rome 

meeting in 2023. There are three interrelated focal point for the upcoming Synod: communion, participation and mission. In teasing out the 

meaning and implications of these, we can find inspiration and guidance from the Acts of the Apostles. 

 

Lets begin with mission. The Church is not a club for the benefit of the members. Its basic reason for being is to continue the mission of Jesus 

Christ in our world. Jesus gave the gift of the Holy Spirit to the disciples so that they could be his witnesses “in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, 

and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). On almost every page of the Acts of the Apostles we read the story of Spirit-filled disciples courageously 

witnessing to the good news of God’s all-inclusive salvation through Jesus Christ. As they faced opposition, they experienced the Holy Spirit 

empowering them (Acts 5:32). As they set about their plans, they sometimes came to realise that the Holy Spirit had other plans for them (Acts 

16:6-10). They also learned that setbacks, uncertainties and adverse circumstances can be taken up by the Holy Spirit into the working out of 

God’s plans (Acts 20:22-23). Engaging in the synodal process means trying to discover what the Holy Spirit is doing in the ongoing mission of 

Jesus today and cooperating with that. 

 

Mission and communion are inseparably connected. Communion has to do with how we relate to one another in the Church. In the early chapters 

of Acts, we hear how the Holt Spirit is creating a prayerful, discerning community which is open to what God is doing in its midst and in which 

there is a great spirit of sharing and practical care for the poor (Acts 2:42-47; 4:32-35). However, we are also told of a counter spirit which sows 

seeds of division, deceit, hypocrisy, self-glorification, collusion and possessiveness (Acts 5:1-1; 6:1). If Christian mission is about the promotion 

of loving, compassionate, forgiving and just relationships, then we must be a sign of that by the way we relate to one another in the Church. In 

a world where people are often divided on the basis of class, culture and race, we need the witness of Christian communities in which people 

with different backgrounds, cultures and viewpoints can relate in a mutually enriching way. During the synodal process we open, hospitable 

communion, where all are included and each one’s contribution is valued. 

 

A synodal Church promotes the participation of all in its life and mission. Here also we can draw inspiration from the Acts of the Apostles. When 

ministerial structures proved inadequate to meet community need, “ the whole community of disciples” selected seven Spirit-filled persons who 

were then approved for ministry by the apostles (Acts 6:1-6). When the apostles and elders met to discuss the implications of the increasing 

influx of Gentiles into what had been predominantly Jewish-Christian Church, “the whole church” had a part in reaching basic decisions about 

Christian identity and communal life (Acts 15:6-29). These decisions were taken with the guidance of the Holy Spirit (Acts15:28), Who is given 

every baptised Christian. Here we are touching on a basic principle of synodality – the sensus fidelium, that is, the instinct of the whole church in 

recognising true Christian faith and discerning new ways that the Holy Spirit is revealing to the Church.  

 

Where is the Holy Spirit leading the Church? That is the underlying question in the Acts of the Apostles. It is also the basic question in the synodal 

process today. This process differs from the parliamentary procedure of debate and argumentation where the loudest or most articulate voices 

often prevail. A mind-set interested only in defending positions or pushing agendas is detrimental to the synodal process. A synodal Church is a 

listening Church in which everyone has something to learn. A synodal church is a praying Church, open to hear the voice of the Holy Spirit and 

aware of the prejudices and resistances which make us deaf to the Holy Spirit. A Synodal Church recognizes and values different roles in the 

Church where, in the words of Pope Francis, “ the only authority is the authority of service” 

 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK - Who  have  I  chosen  to  treat  as  an  outsider,  unworthy  of  my  mercy  

and compassion? How can I change this? 



Year of The Eucharist, Preparation for the Synod 

 

COVID 19 - Last week the government began to relax various restrictions around safeguarding against the pandemic. We do ask people to continue to 

wear face masks in church and some social distancing for the protection and safety of all. We hope that this will allow us to reopen our halls in 

February. 

 

OPEN MEETING – Our open meeting in November gave everyone a chance to express their thoughts and concerns. We can now set about finding a 

way forward for the Holy Family Parish Hartlepool as promised at the end of the meeting. Your priests will be contacting a representative in each 

church community and asking them to contact a further two representatives to form a working party to meet at EMS sixth form college on Saturday 

12th February. We need to consolidate the parish with a sustainable plan for its future. I will take the agreed proposal to the bishop and episcopal 

council for their consideration – Fr Mark  

 

SYNOD 2021-2023 - In 2023, Bishops will meet in Rome for the Synod this coming together happens every so many years. Pope Francis has begun the 

preparations early and wants every Catholic - beginning at the parish level- to be part of the process. This week we ask everyone to read the article by 

Fr Tom O’Riely Columban Missionaries which is an excellent introduction into thinking about the Synodal Path. Next week we will give you a leaflet in 

which you can once again use the scriptures and the journey to Emmaus and answer the questions that are given. As the process wants to be wide and 

include people who are not necessarily church goers or even Catholics we would encourage you to try and do this in partnership with anyone in your 

family or friends who would be willing to give a little time and share their own ideas. You can return your thoughts the following week to the box 

provided.  

 

BAPTISM MEETING - The next Baptism meeting will be on Tuesday 1st February at 6pm, in St Joseph’s Church. Please note that at least 1 parent must 

be a baptised Catholic.  

 

CANDLEMAS - Wednesday 2nd February is the feast of the Presentation of the Lord, or Candlemas. There will be blessing of candles and procession. 

This is the last Feast of Christmas, and so you will now be able to take down your Christmas decorations! 

 

EMERGANCY FUND - We're very grateful to the SVP for coordinating the Emergency Fund, which was set up so that we can respond to disaster 

appeals without delay when they occur. We expect to be asked to respond to an appeal fund for Tonga but we need to top the Emergency Fund. Please 

use the bucket at the back of the church. You're very welcome to take envelopes and return them next week. We're grateful for your generosity in the 

past and hope that despite the challenges of the moment you might be able to be as generous again. You are welcome to take envelopes marked EF 

and return them next week  

 

FOOD COLLECTIONS - We are planning to restart food collections at the back of church on the weekend of 5th February. Any food collected will be 

shared between the Hartlepool Food Bank and Stockton Refugee Project. Please bring the following: Food Bank- tinned meat and fish, tinned fruit and 

tinned veg (but not baked beans), pasta, cereal and toiletries Refugee Project: White rice and tinned tomatoes 

We'll also be continuing to collect any warm clothing for the Apostleship of the Sea (e.g. jumpers, warm socks and wooly hats). Thank you very much. 

 

IS GOD CALLING YOU TO BE A PRIEST? - The Diocesan Vocations Team have organised an overnight retreat for men aged 18+ to discern whether 

God is calling them to the Priesthood. Date:  Friday 25th February 2022 5.00pm to Saturday 26th February (after lunch), at Minsteracres Retreat Centre, 

Minsteracres, Consett, DH8 9RT. The cost is £50 (including meals and accommodation). Spaces are limited. Please contact Fr Shaun Purdy to book a 

place or for more information: vocationspromoter@diocesehn.org.uk, 01670 812 200. Bookings to be made by Thursday 10th February. 

 

PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM 2022 - Dates will be Thursday 28th- Saturday 30th July. More details later regarding cost and when balances are due. 

 

REMEMBERANCES - Please note if you want a loved one to appear on the Saint Patricks Anniversary List in the newsletter you must fill in a 

Remembrance form in the porch with the details.  If anyone from Saint Cuthbert’s community wants to remember a loved one please fill in a form, mark 

it St Cuthberts and we will enter their names when the anniversary comes around. 

 

ST THOMAS MORE’S XMAS SAVINGS CLUB - £1050 was kindly donated to the parish from the last year. If you would like to join the club, please 

contact Mary Storer on 01429 290907. 

 

PARKING - Please take care in parking in Hutton Avenue. One of our neighbours has complained about people parking across his gates and blocking 

him in. I suspect that this may be people coming to funerals or even Baptisms, but just in case please think carefully where you park. 

 

CONFIRMATION PROCESS - If you know anyone in Year 9 and above (aged 13/14+) who would like to be a candidate for the sacrament of 

confirmation in 2022, please email Ric on youth.holyfamilyhartlepool@gmail.com . The process will start with Alpha in February on Thursday evenings. 

 

4 O’CLOCK SERVICE – CANDLEMAS - A service for families and parishioners of all ages will take place at St Mary’s Church on Sunday 6th at 4pm. We 

will have reflections and craft activities in family groups and a liturgy led by some of our primary pupils. To protect each other this year unfortunately 

we won’t be able to have our customary winter BBQ or provide any food at this event. We do, however look forward to seeing everybody together 

again. If you have any empty glass jars, please bring them along for the candle holder decorating craft. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For enquiries about ministry to young people, or to volunteer, see contact details → 
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Please remember in your prayers all those in our communities who are sick or housebound, especially:  

STEPHEN ANDERSON,  PAT BAKER,  MICHAEL BLACKFORD,  HILARY BRADBURY,  DENNIS BRATT,  MARGARET BURKE,  KAY BURNS,  MICHAEL 

CANN,  SARAH CARROLL,  RITA CHARLTON,  MARIE CHOLMONDELEY,  VERONICA COCHRANE,  DANIEL COSBY,  BETTY CRANE,  NEIL 

DAVIS,  LOTTIE DOCHERTY,  NATALIE EGLINTINE,  TERESA FALKINGHAM,  EMILY FLANNERY,  ALISON FOSTER,  LORRAINE GALEN,  DOROTHY 

GEEN,  DIANNE GOODING,  PETER GRIEVES,  CHRISTINE HANSELL,  MARY HARPER,  MARY HARRIS,  LYNNE HARRISON,  ANDREW 

HAYGARTH,  BELLA HOEY,  MURIEL HOWE,  MOLLY HUGHES,  PETER JOHNSON,  CHRISTINE JONES,  ETTY JORDAN,  MOIRA KELLY, CEILIA 

KING,   MARGARET KIRKPATRICK,  KEN KNIGHT,  MARIE LYDON,  MAUREEN MAGUIRE,  VERA MARRIOTT,  MARY MASON,  IAN 

MATTHEWS,  PAUL MCCRAITH,  OWEN MCENEANEY,  JIM MCKENNA,  CHRISTOPHER MGHEE,  PAUL MOORE,  PAT NESS,  KITTY 

NEWSTEAD,  SYLVICE NOTRIANNI,   WINNIE OLIVER,  MYRA PATTISON,  MILLIE PEARCE,  EDDIE PEARSON,  COLIN PRICE,  DAMIAN 

RAFFERTY,  JEAN RICHARDSON,  PAM ROBERTSON,  JOSEPH ROBINSON,  PAULA ROGERS,  HILDA RYAN,  AGNES SCULLY,  CORAZON 

SIMPSON,  MATTHEW STEEL,  BRENDA STOTT,  BRETT SWAIN,  GAIL SYMINGTON,  MATTHEW THACKERAY,  LYNSEY TODD,  NORA 

TRISCHLER,  JONATHON VOKES,  KAY WALLACE,  JAMES WALSH,  ANTHONY WEEGRAM. 

 

All the sick and their carers, both at home and in hospital, are prayed for at each Mass,  

as well as the health and safety of all parishioners.   

 

Please pray for those who have died recently:  

John Trundley, Frederick Percival, Christine Franklin, Eileen Ferry, David Crowe, David Widdowfield 

and for their family and friends who mourn their loss. 

 

We also pray for all those whose anniversaries fall this week: 

ST JOSEPH’S: Father Gerard Monaghan. Joan Howell. Sally Burnett. Edward Yarrow. George Pearce. Noreen Osborne. John 

Atkinson. Edward Garthwaite. James Lynch. Stuart Simpson. James Wilson. Frederick Donnelly. Margaret Barnfather. George 

Docherty 

ST MARY’S: Laurence William Lynch, Margaret Rose Murphy, Dora Wilkinson, Ethel Duffy, Anne Thompson. 

ST PATRICK’S: Gareth Bryant. Peter Barker. 

ST JOHN VIANNEY’S: Hector Samuel Everett. William Everett. Tim & Peggy McCarthy. Alice Healy. Frances Glass. The Papa 

Family. 

ST THOMAS MORE’S: Mary Rose Sawoch, John Fredrick Bourne, Hannah Walsh, Florence Gofton, William Edward Stabler, Kyle 

William Hess and William Musgrave Mason. 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them. Amen. 
 

_________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

Listen to the Word           Fourth Sunday of the Year  

 

Jeremiah 1: 4-5, 17-19  Psalm 70 1    Corinthians 12: 31 – 13:13    Luke 4: 21-30 

 

It takes a great deal of courage to speak up when something is happening which you disagree with.  Sometimes you need to go against the tide of 

public opinion and stand by your principles.  Throughout history there have been individuals who have spoken out against injustice and intolerance 

and time has shown that they had right on their side.  What inspires an individual to stand against the powerful and speak out for the downtrodden?  

Where do they find the strength and eloquence to fight against sometimes impossible odds and win? 

Today’s readings give us an insight into the characters of these individuals.  The Prophets of the Old Testament had an unwavering faith in God.  They 

came from unlikely backgrounds, their belief in themselves was somewhat shaky but they were convinced that God was on their side and that He 

would triumph.  The reading from Jeremiah reminds me of a modern day prophet, Martin Luther King.  He believed that the God of love would not 

tolerate the injustices that were suffered by his people and he believed he was being asked to stand up for them.  He spoke eloquently and 

passionately against the plight of the black people of America and confronted the powerful in the land.  He was not overcome, and his cause was 

carried on through the lives of the people who stood with him and who triumphed through their unity.  As with many of the prophets he took the 

crown of martyrdom, but he was not defeated.  The power of God has the ability to achieve what it sets out to do. 

Paul speaks of the higher gifts.  He recognises that the driving force behind all those who seek for justice is love.  With love we can do almost 

everything, without love our achievements will be blown away in the wind.  When we are faced with problems, with difficulties, our only sure hope is 

love.  All human gifts come to a close, in the end, all we have left is love. 

When Jesus began his ministry, he knew that some of the things he had to say would not be accepted by his listeners.  He does not hide from those 

who will not accept his words. He knows he speaks the truth and will not dilute his message.  We can criticise the people of Nazareth for their reaction 

to the words of Jesus but before we do just consider one question.  When faced with the facts of a situation how do you react? 

David Frank 

 

_________________________________________________ 
 

DONATIONS – Anyone wishing to provide regular giving, you can instruct your bank to set up a standing order using these details: ……     

  Beneficiary: DHN The Holy Family  Account Number: 11173928 Sort Code: 40-34-45.  Thank you. 



 
During the suspension of Sunday Obligation 

*Live stream: www.facebook.com/HolyFamilyHartlepool 

 

Pre-Recorded Telephone Liturgies Call: 01429 450388 for recorded Liturgy of the Word, homily, and prayers  

available from Saturday evenings onwards (calls charged at local rate) 

 

 

 
St Joseph’s  

TS26 9EY 

St Mary’s  

TS24 0HD 

St Patrick’s  

TS25 3QG 

Saturday 

29th January 2022 

Saturday Mass of Our 

Lady 

4.00 pm - 4.30 pm 

Exposition and Confessions  

. 

5.00 pm Vigil Mass 

Fr Gerard Monaghan 

  

Sunday 

30th January 2022 

4th Sunday of the Year 

 

10.00 am Mass 

James Lynch (10th A) 

*11.00 am Mass 

Patricia Clark 

9.00 am Mass 

John Murphy and Geraldine 

Douglas 

Monday 

31st January 2022 

St John Bosco 

 

 

  

10.00 am Mass  

Special Intention (My Family) 

 

Tuesday 

1st Febuary 2022 

Weekday 

10.30 am Funeral Service 

John Trundley 

12.05 pm Mass 

Edith and Bob Walters 

2.00 pm 

Dora Wilkinson (25th 

Anniversary) 

 

 

 

 

10.30 am – 11.30 am 

 Exposition, Rosary and Private 

Prayer  

 

6.30 pm Mass 

Peggy Armstrong (A) 

 

Wednesday 

2nd Febuary 2022 

The Presentation of the 

Lord  

6.00 pm – 6.25 pm 

Exposition and Confessions 

 

6.30 pm Mass 

Peter Wilkinson 

Blessing of candles 

 
 

  

Thursday 

3rd Febuary 2022 

Weekday 

 

12.05 pm Mass 

Bill Collins  

 

6.30 pm Mass 

NBF 

 

Friday 

4th Febuary 2022 

Weekday 

 

12.05 pm Mass 

Nora and Ken Butler 

  

Saturday 

5th Febuary 2022 

St Agatha 

4.00 pm - 4.30 pm 

Exposition and Confessions  

. 

5.00 pm Vigil Mass 

Special Intention (Grandsons) 

  

Sunday 

6th Febuary 2022 

5th Sunday of the Year 

 

10.00 am Mass 

Elizabeth Mullins (Birthday A) 

*11.00 am Mass 

Malcom Stanley Ayers (MBE) 

(1st A)  

9.00 am Mass 

May and James Hardy RIP 

 

http://www.facebook.com/HolyFamilyHartlepool

