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A MESSAGE FROM DEACON JEFF PARKES 
 

Luke 6:17, 20-26 

Sermon on the plain 

 

On this the 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time, in our Gospel reading we hear an extract from St Luke’s account of the “sermon on the 

mount”, which in his Gospel is sometimes referred to as the “sermon on the plain”.  

 

Jesus “fixes his eyes” on us as individuals, he focuses on each and every one of us. He wants us to have the same fixed eyes on 

him, so that we can get to know him well and recognise his presence among us. His gaze is also a look of love, that longs for us 

to be the people that he is calling us to be.  

“How happy are you who are poor!” 

This to us at first seems a strange thing to say in 

part because of the way have we come to think 

of poor people. We tend to relate to the poor in 

a condescending way, we can look down on 

them, pity them. We call them the 

disadvantaged or the less fortunate. We can be 

motivated to do things to help them and say 

prayers for them, which is good. 

As Jesus looks upon the poor who gather before 

him in that remote place, he looks at them in a 

different way to what we would. The poor being 

not just financially poor but the sick, the lame, 

the little children, those suffering hardship and 

misery, the prostitutes and the sinners. The gaze 

of Jesus revealed to him their desperate need for God’s loving mercy. Jesus felt inspired by what has saw deep in their hearts and 

tells them “yours is the kingdom of God.”  They, before him, have the wisdom and the courage to make the kingdom a reality. 

St Luke tells us that Jesus came down from the mountain and “stopped at a piece of level ground where there was a large 

gathering”. Jesus didn’t want to have the high ground and talk down to the people; but he would “cure them of their diseases” 

by conversing with them at their level, entering into the greatness he saw in the midst of their poverty, hunger and hardship. 

There are “great crowds of people” in our town, who need to experience God’s love. However how many of us are willing to be 

like Jesus, to come down from our high ground to converse with those in need; to gaze with love and to enter into their 

greatness and their wisdom. 

Deacon Jeff 
 

Racial Justice Sunday  

Discrimination and prejudice against people who are different in some way is a historic weakness of British society and quite contrary to Gospel 

values. This Sunday we are asked to reflect on our own attitudes and to pray that our society may be more open and accepting of everyone 

irrespective of race. Information regarding The Catholic Association for Racial Justice is available at https://www.carj.org.uk, and the relevant 

page of Churches Together in Britain and Ireland is at https://ctbi.org.uk/category/witnessing-together/racial-justice/racial-justice-sunday/ 

 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK - What part of my life am I complacent about? How do the Beatitudes call me   

                                               to change? 



Year of The Eucharist, Preparation for the Synod 

 

 

DAY OF SPECIAL PRAYER FOR RACIAL JUSTICE - A voluntary collection will take place this Sunday, 13th February, to support the work of the Catholic 

Association for Racial Justice. Buckets are clearly marked at the back of church. Thanks. 

 

SYNOD 2021-2023 - Please return all responses to the Emmaus Journey and the questions to the box at the back of church clearly marked ‘Synod 

Responses’. Our Diocesan synod process has been moving ahead over the last couple of months, and we are now starting to collate the responses from 

all the diocesan groups and parishes. This is how it will work: On Saturday, February 12th, representatives from all the partnerships will gather with the 

Bishop, and together, they will reflect on the input and the process so far. Following this meeting, the partnerships are asked to finalise their responses 

by February 22nd and to pass these to their respective Episcopal Area meetings. The Lay Pastoral Forum, which includes representatives of all the 

Partnership and lay groups in the diocese will compile all the responses received into a submission to the Bishop in early March. The Bishop will then 

consider this, plus the responses from the Clergy, Caritas, and other Diocesan groups and produce his final submission by April 8th. At each stage, 

copies of the various submissions will be made available.  

 

THE SYNOD AND A LISTENING CHURCH - Webinar 5th March 11am. Sr. Nathalie Becquart is the under secretary to the Synod of Bishops at the 

Vatican. She is currently organising the synod process and empowering the Church across the world to journey towards the international Synod. She 

will be the guest speaker at a webinar on the 5th March 11am-12.30pm for people across the diocese. A time to listen, discuss and question her on the 

church and the way forward. To register please email admin@ymt.org requesting ‘webinar registration’. 

 

LEPRA APPEAL - Next weekend there is an appeal on behalf of LEPRA to help with the work with those who still suffer from leprosy. There will be a 

short appeal talk and information given as to how our generous support to this appeal helps this work. See Posters at the back of church.  

 

EMERGENCY FUND - Thank you to everyone who has contributed so generously to this fund. Over £600 has been donated, and we hope to have a 

final figure shortly.  

 

GIFT AID - In preparation for the new financial year, which begins in April, there will be a Gift Aid appeal at each weekend mass on Saturday 26th and 

Sunday 27th February.  This will give an opportunity to either join the scheme or ask any questions related to the scheme.  Please note the scheme is 

only open to taxpayers, if your status has changed and you no longer pay tax you must inform the organiser. 

 

OPEN MEETING WORKING PARTY - We are grateful to all those who attended the meeting on Saturday to put forward a proposal to the Bishop for 

his consideration. We hope to publish the proposal shortly. We pray that this proposal will help us to move forward to consolidate our parish of Holy 

Family and secure a sustainable future.  

 

FOOD COLLECTIONS - We are planning to restart food collections at the back of church this weekend. Any food collected will be shared between the 

Hartlepool Food Bank and Stockton Refugee Project. Please bring the following: Food Bank- tinned meat and fish, tinned fruit and tinned veg (but not 

baked beans), pasta, cereal and toiletries Refugee Project: White rice and tinned tomatoes. We'll also be continuing to collect any warm clothing for the 

Apostleship of the Sea (e.g. jumpers, warm socks and wooly hats). Thank you very much. 

 

PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM 2022 - Dates will be Thursday 28th- Saturday 30th July. More details later regarding cost and when balances are due. 

 

REMEMBERANCES - Please note if you want a loved one to appear on the St Patrick’s Anniversary List in the newsletter you must fill in a 

Remembrance form in the porch with the details.  If anyone from St Cuthbert’s community wants to remember a loved one please fill in a form, mark it 

St Cuthbert’s and we will enter their names when the anniversary comes around. 

 

EMS VACANCIES - English Martyr’s School are looking for Exam Invigilators, with variable hours to meet school need. This advert will remain open to 

applicants all year round. Visits to the school are welcomed. For further information about the post please contact Margaret Harris, Exams Officer on 

01429 273790. Application forms are available at: https://bhcet.org.uk/vacancies/ and can be returned to the school address by post or to 

recruitment@ems.bhcet.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        For enquiries about ministry to young  

     people, or to volunteer, please contact→ 

 

 

CONFIRMATION PROCESS - It’s not too late for anyone in Year 9 or above to 

join the confirmation process. Contact Ric for more details.  

 

4 O’CLOCK SERVICE - Our next gathering for families at St Patrick’s church hall 

will take place on Sunday 6th March from 4-5.30pm. We will mark the beginning of 

Lent and finish with a barbecue. 



Please remember in your prayers all those in our communities who are sick or housebound, especially:  

STEPHEN ANDERSON,  PAT BAKER,  MICHAEL BLACKFORD,  HILARY BRADBURY,  DENNIS BRATT,  MARGARET BURKE,  KAY BURNS,  MICHAEL 

CANN,  SARAH CARROLL,  RITA CHARLTON,  MARIE CHOLMONDELEY,  VERONICA COCHRANE,  DANIEL COSBY,  BETTY CRANE,  NEIL 

DAVIS,  LOTTIE DOCHERTY,  NATALIE EGLINTINE,  TERESA FALKINGHAM,  EMILY FLANNERY,  ALISON FOSTER,  LORRAINE GALEN,  DOROTHY 

GEEN,  DIANNE GOODING,  PETER GRIEVES,  CHRISTINE HANSELL,  MARY HARPER,  MARY HARRIS,  LYNNE HARRISON,  ANDREW 

HAYGARTH,  BELLA HOEY,  MURIEL HOWE,  MOLLY HUGHES,  PETER JOHNSON,  CHRISTINE JONES,  ETTY JORDAN,  MOIRA KELLY, CEILIA 

KING,   MARGARET KIRKPATRICK,  KEN KNIGHT,  MARIE LYDON,  MAUREEN MAGUIRE,  VERA MARRIOTT,  MARY MASON,  IAN 

MATTHEWS,  PAUL MCCRAITH,  OWEN MCENEANEY,  JIM MCKENNA,  CHRISTOPHER MGHEE,  PAUL MOORE,  PAT NESS,  KITTY 

NEWSTEAD,  SYLVICE NOTRIANNI,   WINNIE OLIVER,  MYRA PATTISON,  EDDIE PEARSON,  COLIN PRICE,  DAMIAN RAFFERTY,  JEAN 

RICHARDSON,  PAM ROBERTSON,  JOSEPH ROBINSON,  PAULA ROGERS,  HILDA RYAN,  AGNES SCULLY,  CORAZON SIMPSON,  VAL SMITH,  

MATTHEW STEEL,  BRENDA STOTT,  BRETT SWAIN,  GAIL SYMINGTON,  MATTHEW THACKERAY,  LYNSEY TODD,  NORA TRISCHLER,  JONATHON 

VOKES,  KAY WALLACE,  JAMES WALSH,  ANTHONY WEEGRAM. 

 

All the sick and their carers, both at home and in hospital, are prayed for at each Mass,  

as well as the health and safety of all parishioners.   

 

Please pray for those who have died recently:  

Sheila Laughton, Terence Milburn, Greg Beldon, and 

Mary Frain, mother of Miss Mary Frain, headteacher of St Teresa’s school 

and for their family and friends who mourn their loss. 

 

 

We also pray for all those whose anniversaries fall this week: 

 

ST JOSEPH’S: Francis Jackson, Amalia Armstrong, Betty McCluskey, Norah Burnham, John Carter, Margaret Thomas, Terence 

McLouglan, Margaret Bell, Nora Niland, Robert Reed, Harold Twidale, Maureen Crowe. 

ST MARY’S: Janet Lindsay, David Kemp, Mary Ellen Elener, Alice Healey, Veronica Mullins, Margaret Burns, Maud Mary Guerin. 

ST PATRICK’S: Peter Lynch, Nellie Elener. 

ST JOHN VIANNEY’S: Martha Cronin, Effie Jardine, Harry Hall, Doreen Coulton. 

ST THOMAS MORE’S: Clara Day, Mary Charlton, Frances Hunter, Brian Longmoor, Sheila Gould, Raymond Nicholson, Annie 

Wright, Peter Adams, Joan Dixon, Rosina Dee, John Garthwaite. 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them. Amen. 

 
 

_________________________________________________ 

 
Listen to the Word                    Sixth Sunday of the Year 

 

Jeremiah 17: 5-8   Psalm 1    1 Corinthians 15: 12, 16-20          Luke 6: 17, 20-26 

 

Trust is a basic need in people’s lives. Where there is no trust, life becomes very difficult, all your hopes and dreams can turn to 

dust if there is nothing in which you can trust. 

Jeremiah faced this problem in his time. The people had stopped trusting in the Lord and now they were beset by enemies on all 

sides. He begs the people not to trust in the promises of mortal men, their words are as dry and useless as the scrub in the 

wastelands. Trust in the Lord, he urges them. Those who turn to God are like the tree by the waterside, they shall be fruitful even 

in the year of drought. 

Paul calls to us to place our trust in the risen Lord. Only through faith in Him can we come to eternal life. It is through his death 

and resurrection that we too are freed from our sins and can be called children of God. 

Jesus comes to a large gathering of people with His apostles, those He has chosen to journey with Him in His ministry. He 

speaks to the crowds, those seeking healing, seeking guidance, seeking hope. He speaks of his mission, to care for the poor, the 

lost, the suffering. He calls down judgement on those who have wealth that they do not share; they have their reward on earth. 

He asks for their trust. For every blessing there is a curse, only by trusting in God can we find the road to eternal life. 
 

 

David Frank 

_________________________________________________ 
 

DONATIONS – Anyone wishing to provide regular giving, you can instruct your bank to set up a standing order using these details: ……     

  Beneficiary: DHN The Holy Family  Account Number: 11173928 Sort Code: 40-34-45.  Thank you. 



 
During the suspension of Sunday Obligation 

*Live stream: www.facebook.com/HolyFamilyHartlepool 

 

Pre-Recorded Telephone Liturgies Call: 01429 450388 for recorded Liturgy of the Word,  

homily, and prayers available from Saturday evenings onwards (calls charged at local rate) 

 

 

 
St Joseph’s  

TS26 9EY 

St Mary’s  

TS24 0HD 

St Patrick’s  

TS25 3QG 

Saturday 

12th February 2022 

Saturday Mass of Our Lady 

4.00 pm - 4.30 pm 

Exposition and Confessions  

. 

5.00 pm Vigil Mass 

Repose of the Soul of  

Frank Jackson (A) 

  

Sunday 

13th February 2022 

 6th Sunday of the Year 

10.00 am Mass 

Fred and Eving Ong Su Co  

(50th Wedding A) 

*11.00 am Mass 

People of the Parish 

9.00 am Mass 

Terry Jeffries (A) 

Monday 

14th February 2022 

SS Cyril, Monk & 

Methodius 

Patrons of Europe 

 

 

  

10.00 am Mass  

Betty Parker 

 

Tuesday 

15th February 2022 

Weekday 

12.05 pm Mass 

Peter Lynch 

2.00 pm 

Rosary 

 

 

 

 

10.30 am – 11.30 am 

 Exposition, Rosary and Private 

Prayer  
 

1.00 pm - 3.00 pm  

Over 60s Club 

 

6.30 pm Mass 

Peggy Armstrong (A) 

 

Wednesday 

16th February 2022 

Weekday 

6.00 pm – 6.25 pm 

Exposition and Confessions 

 

Welcome for Baptism  

 

6.30 pm Mass 

Paul Greer (RD)  

 
 

  

Thursday 

17th February 2022 

 Weekday 

 

10.00 am Funeral Service 

Sheila Laughton 

 

12.05 pm Mass 

Edmund Niland (B/Day A) 

 

6.30 pm Mass 

Millie Pearce 

 

Friday 

18th February 2022 

 Weekday 

 

12.05 pm Requiem Mass 

Terence Milburn 

 

 

  

Saturday 

19th February 2022 

Saturday Mass of Our Lady 

4.00 pm - 4.30 pm 

Exposition and Confessions  

. 

5.00 pm Vigil Mass 

Veronica Bradley 
 

  

Sunday 

20th February 2022 

7th Sunday of the Year 

 

10.00 am Mass 

Margaret and Gary Golaglee 

*11.00 am Mass 

My Family 

9.00 am Mass 

People of the Parish 

It is essential to wear 

masks in Church, and 

to practice social 

distancing to maintain 

it as a safe place for 

worship. 

http://www.facebook.com/HolyFamilyHartlepool

