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A MESSAGE FROM CANON MICHAEL GRIFFITHS 
 

We can all be hurt, treated badly and unjustly, and priests are no exception. I was sharing an incident with another priest, where I 

was accused of acting unfairly and causing great hurt, and the priest asked me had I prayed for the people? I had to admit that I 

hadn’t, I was busy thinking of my hurt that I never thought of praying for them, and by this generous act, moving on. I reflected 

that this priest had himself been ostracized by some parishioners because they felt he hadn’t dealt with a complaint correctly 

and despite all his efforts to reconcile, simply cut him. 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells his disciples that the kingdom that he teaches about and lives is all about generosity, that is, from 

the worlds point of view, absurd. Think of the best thing you can do for the worst person, and do it. Think of what you’d really 

like someone to do for you and do it for them. Think of the people to whom you are tempted to be nasty and lavish generosity 

on them instead. All this marks a fresh revolutionary energetic approach to life and faith that breaks life of the usual tit for tat 

and the blame game dead ends. 

A great idea but is it really possible? This is to miss the point, Jesus is 

not trying to provide his followers with a new rule book, a list of dos 

and don’ts in order to have a successful moral day. Jesus is 

encouraging his followers and so us to have an altitude of heart and a 

generosity of spirit in the face of all that the world can throw at you. 

Why do this, why be like this, because that is what God is like. God is 

generous to everybody and astonishingly merciful and so to the narrow 

and stingy generous to a fault! But all of us truly knowing our own 

heart and lives honestly understand and experience how God goes on 

loving us and giving us his grace, and so how can we forgiven, loved 

and graced do any less? Only when we discover that this is the God we 

are dealing with will we have a chance to make this way of life our own. 

What lies at the heart of Jesus’ teaching here is the fundamental 

question of what God you believe in and the way of life that follows as a result. We must admit with shame and regret that many 

Christians down the years seem to have known little or nothing of the God that Jesus came to tell us about as here in the Gospel 

today. We might despair of the many and possibly ourselves who have believed in a gloomy God, penny pinching who makes 

life difficult and salvation almost impossible if not for us certainly for all those other horrible people. This also put an end to that 

idea that all religions are the same and all gods too. Our God is different. If we all believe totally in this God of ours, then we 

would be radically different and so would our world. It would be beautiful and perfect and overflowing, running over, brimming 

over with goodness. 

Jesus lived this himself and that’s why the crowds gathered around him. His life was one of the overflowing generosities he 

spoke of, and showed to others the extravagant love of the Father and the call to live a generous extravagant life in response. 

Jesus has shown us the way when they struck him on the cheek, tore the clothes from his back and nailed him to the cross. He 

prayed for their forgiveness, he went on loving and forgiving for them his enemies who rejected him. 

It's all very simple but sadly scarce, for its so easy to forget the God that Jesus has shown us. So perhaps we need to start by 

praying for our enemies and those who hate us. 

Father Michael 
 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK - Who has hurt me to whom I can give mercy? How can I go about giving   

                                              mercy, giving life, to them? Who do I need to pray for? 



Year of The Eucharist, Preparation for the Synod 

 

 

SYNOD 2021-2023 - Thank you to all those who have taken the leaflets and using the Emmaus Journey have reflected and listened. Please 

bring the leaflets with your comments and the result of your listening to the boxes at the back of church, so that we can collate them and 

forward them on to be part of the listening of our diocese.  

 

JOIN THE CONVERSATION - Last weekend, Partnerships across the Diocese sent people to join Bishop Robert for a morning of prayer, talking 

and listening, and to feedback on what they have heard during the last few months of our Diocesan Synod process.   There was a lot of energy 

in the room, a joyful atmosphere, and people described “an overwhelming feeling of the Holy Spirit at work”; “It has been uplifting and 

inspiring..”; “So many people with so many really good things to talk about..”;  “Coming along today has been a real joy.” Bishop Robert said, 

“We’ve had a very fruitful morning... we go forward trusting each other, and with a confidence in the joy and power of the Gospel”. If you’ve 

not been part of the conversation yet, there is one more opportunity at 7 pm on Wednesday 23rd February. There will be an online gathering 

where you can join in to add your voice to the Synod. To register and Join the Conversation, visit https://diocesehn.org.uk/news/synod-join-

the-conversation/ 

 

THE SYNOD AND A LISTENING CHURCH - Webinar 5th March 11am. Sr. Nathalie Becquart is the under secretary to the Synod of Bishops at 

the Vatican. She is currently organising the synod process and empowering the Church across the world to journey towards the international 

Synod. She will be the guest speaker at a webinar on the 5th March 11am-12.30pm for people across the diocese. A time to listen, discuss and 

question her on the church and the way forward. To register please email admin@ymt.org requesting ‘webinar registration’. 

 

LEPRA APPEAL - This weekend there is an appeal on behalf of LEPRA to help with the work with those who still suffer from leprosy. There will 

be a short appeal talk and information given as to how our generous support to this appeal helps this work. See Posters at the back of church.  

 

EMERGENCY FUND - The total raised was £1229.12. Thank you to everyone who has contributed so generously to this fund. 

 

GIFT AID - There will be an appeal for Gift Aid at all masses next weekend.  Registration Forms, Information Leaflets and Bankers order forms 

will be available. We will also be issuing boxes of envelopes for those who already contribute through the scheme.  Please see the Gift Aid 

Organiser after each Mass. 

 

OPEN MEETING WORKING PARTY - The meeting for the representatives of each of the church communities took place last Saturday. We 

met in order to work towards a proposal to go to Bishop Robert for his consideration to create a sustainable and working future for Holy 

Family Parish. Progress was made as to what needs to be done and those involved on your behalf approached this challenging task with 

openness, honesty and in good faith. It was felt that more time was needed to be given to fully weigh up our situation going forward, and to 

evaluate all possibilities. It was acknowledged, painful though it is, that not all church buildings may be kept open, and that difficult choices 

have to be made. Fr Christopher Hancock and I will report what we heard from the representatives to Bishop Robert, who will then consult with 

his Episcopal Council and the Council of Priests. Please pray for all involved in this process in the parish and the diocese. I am very aware of the 

long-time that this has taken, I hope to give you a further update towards the end of Lent when the diocesan meetings and any further parish 

consultations with your representatives have taken place. God bless, Fr Mark. 

  

COMMUNION TO THE SICK AND HOUSEBOUND - There is a meeting on Thursday 10th March at 6.30pm in the Weekday Chapel at St 

Joseph’s for all those who have previously been taking Communion to the sick and housebound, as well as those who are presently taking out 

Communion from Mass, and for any Eucharistic Minister who would be interested in this important ministry. There will be a time of prayer, and 

a discussion of reconnecting with our sick and housebound, and our various nursing homes. Please try to attend so that during Lent we can 

work to reconnect with our sick and housebound.  

 

FR NICK’S MASS OF INDUCTION - Fr Nick invites Hartlepool parishioners to his Mass of Induction at the Church of Our Lady Immaculate and 

St Cuthbert, Crook on Tuesday 22nd February at 10.00am. For catering purposes, it would be helpful if you could contact their parish office on 

01388 767224 to say that you will be attending. 

 

 

March 2nd is Ash Wednesday. Next week we will give details of celebrating Ash Wednesday and Lent.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For enquiries about ministry to young people, or to volunteer, please contact→ 

 

 

4 O’CLOCK SERVICE - Our next gathering for families at St Patrick’s church hall will take place on Sunday 6th March from 4-5.30pm. We will 

mark the beginning of Lent and finish with a barbecue. 

 

CONFIRMATION PROCESS - It’s not too late for anyone in Year 9 or above to join the confirmation process. Contact Ric for more details. 

https://diocesehn.org.uk/news/synod-join-the-conversation/
https://diocesehn.org.uk/news/synod-join-the-conversation/


Please remember in your prayers all those in our communities who are sick or housebound, especially:  

STEPHEN ANDERSON,  PAT BAKER,  MICHAEL BLACKFORD,  HILARY BRADBURY,  DENNIS BRATT,  MARGARET BURKE,  KAY BURNS,  MICHAEL 

CANN,  SARAH CARROLL,  RITA CHARLTON,  MARIE CHOLMONDELEY,  VERONICA COCHRANE,  DANIEL COSBY,  BETTY CRANE,  NEIL 

DAVIS,  LOTTIE DOCHERTY,  NATALIE EGLINTINE,  TERESA FALKINGHAM,  EMILY FLANNERY,  ALISON FOSTER,  LORRAINE GALEN,  DOROTHY 

GEEN,  DIANNE GOODING,  PETER GRIEVES,  CHRISTINE HANSELL,  MARY HARPER,  MARY HARRIS,  LYNNE HARRISON,  ANDREW 

HAYGARTH,  BELLA HOEY,  MURIEL HOWE,  MOLLY HUGHES,  PETER JOHNSON,  CHRISTINE JONES,  ETTY JORDAN,  MOIRA KELLY, CEILIA 

KING,   MARGARET KIRKPATRICK,  KEN KNIGHT,  MARIE LYDON,  MAUREEN MAGUIRE,  VERA MARRIOTT,  MARY MASON,  IAN 

MATTHEWS,  PAUL MCCRAITH,  OWEN MCENEANEY,  JIM MCKENNA,  CHRISTOPHER MGHEE,  PAUL MOORE,  PAT NESS,  KITTY 

NEWSTEAD,  SYLVICE NOTRIANNI,   WINNIE OLIVER,  MYRA PATTISON,  EDDIE PEARSON,  COLIN PRICE,  DAMIAN RAFFERTY,  JEAN 

RICHARDSON,  PAM ROBERTSON,  JOSEPH ROBINSON,  PAULA ROGERS,  HILDA RYAN,  AGNES SCULLY,  CORAZON SIMPSON,  VAL SMITH,  

MATTHEW STEEL,  BRENDA STOTT,  BRETT SWAIN,  GAIL SYMINGTON,  MATTHEW THACKERAY,  LYNSEY TODD,  NORA TRISCHLER,  JONATHON 

VOKES,  KAY WALLACE,  JAMES WALSH,  ANTHONY WEEGRAM. 

 

All the sick and their carers, both at home and in hospital, are prayed for at each Mass,  

as well as the health and safety of all parishioners.   

 

Please pray for those who have died recently:  

Fr Malcolm Cairns, Pauline Metcalfe 

and for their family and friends who mourn their loss. 

 

We also pray for all those whose anniversaries fall this week: 

 

ST JOSEPH’S: Theresa Campbell, Edward Sullivan, Janet Moore, John Bew, Eileen Czeba, Agnes Reid, Elizabeth Crowe, Edward 

Garthwaite, Lena Bianco, Sheila Horseman, John & Annie Atkinson, Mary Keenan, Joseph Hannon, Philip Coates, Catherine Tobin, 

Julia Wilkinson. 

ST MARY’S: Michael Paul Dignen, John Wilkinson, Margaret Boagey, Barbara Watson. 

ST PATRICK’S: Father Thomas Cunningham, Annette Tunstall, John Howe, Sheila Griffiths, Sylvia Wormald, Michael Hanley. 

ST JOHN VIANNEY’S: Vera Littlewood, Richard Wilson, Amy Remington, Agnes Selina Popplewell, Keir Harrison, John Croft, 

Marjorie Boagey, Pat Thubron, Philomena Papa. 

ST THOMAS MORE’S: Mary Teresa Lynas, Patricia Stewart, Timothy McCarthy, Mary Maud Guerin, Peter Ditchen, Sheila 

Gordon.  

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them. Amen. 
 

_________________________________________________ 

 
Listen to the Word              Seventh Sunday of the Year 

 

1 Samuel 26: 2,7-9,12-13,22-23    Psalm 102   1 Corinthians 15: 45-49     Luke 6: 27-38 

 

It is hard to believe that God loves everyone. We know there is wickedness in the world, that, all too often lives are lost because 

of hatred and violence. How do we reconcile the two, love and hatred? We need God’s help to turn away from the reaction to 

condemn, to put an end to retaliation, to find a way of loving the sinner while condemning the sin.  

The story of Saul and David is very human, two friends who used to hold each other in great regard but, through circumstance, 

torn apart by rage and jealousy, far, far from love. Then an opportunity arises for the dispute to end, not in negotiation and 

agreement, but in the murder of one by the other. David holds the life of Saul in his hands, he only needs to give the word and 

his troubles, his banishment will end, and the kingdom will be his. He does not hesitate, leaving proof of his power over Saul’s 

life, he turns away, taking Saul’s life would be easy, giving it back to him is the harder choice but that is what David must do. 

In his letter to the Corinthians Paul compares the human with the divine. Recalling Adam, the first man, Paul speaks of his soul 

and his earthly nature. He is speaking about us, how our actions create our character, good or bad, we are simply the product of 

our moral choices. He compares us with Christ, the last Adam, the man born with a life giving spirit whose boundaries are set by 

His heavenly nature. Somehow, by the life we choose, we can achieve heaven and then we too will become like Christ filled with 

his life giving spirit. 

We are called by Jesus to live a life of compassion and love. No matter what our circumstances or the difficulties and dangers we 

face we must always try to act as Jesus teaches us. If we do not show love and compassion to others how can we expect the 

same in return? Each step we take, each choice we make, takes us towards love or towards hate. The greater we love, the 

greater we will be loved in return.          David Frank 

_________________________________________________ 
 

DONATIONS – Anyone wishing to provide regular giving, you can instruct your bank to set up a standing order using these details: ……     

  Beneficiary: DHN The Holy Family  Account Number: 11173928 Sort Code: 40-34-45.  Thank you. 



 
During the suspension of Sunday Obligation 

*Live stream: www.facebook.com/HolyFamilyHartlepool 

 

Pre-Recorded Telephone Liturgies Call: 01429 450388 for recorded Liturgy of the Word,  

homily, and prayers available from Saturday evenings onwards (calls charged at local rate) 

 

 

 
St Joseph’s  

TS26 9EY 

St Mary’s  

TS24 0HD 

St Patrick’s  

TS25 3QG 

Saturday 

19th February 2022 

Saturday Mass of Our Lady 

4.00 pm - 4.30 pm 

Exposition and Confessions  

. 

5.00 pm Vigil Mass 

Veronica Bradley 

 

  

Sunday 

20th February 2022 

7th Sunday of the Year 

 

10.00 am Mass 

Margaret and Gary Golaglee 

*11.00 am Mass 

My Family 

9.00 am Mass 

May Hutchinson (90th B/Day) 

Monday 

21st February 2022 

 Weekday  

 

 

  

10.00 am Mass  

David Crowe 

Doris O’Dell 

 

 

Tuesday 

22nd February 2022 

The Chair of St Peter 

12.05 pm Mass 

Edmund Niland (B/Day A) 

2.00 pm 

Rosary 

 

 

 

 

10.30 am - 11.30 am 

 Exposition, Rosary and Private 

Prayer  
 

1.00 pm - 3.00 pm  

Over 60s Club 

 

6.30 pm Mass 

Father Tom Cunningham 

 

Wednesday 

23rd February 2022 

St Polycarp 

2.00 pm Funeral Service 

Pauline Metcalfe 

 

6.00 pm - 6.25 pm 

Exposition and Confessions 
 

 

6.30 pm Mass 

Alfred Garthwaite (A) 

 

  

Thursday 

24th February 2022 

 Weekday 

 

12.05 pm Mass 

Theresa O’Connor 

 

6.30 pm Mass 

NBF 

 

Friday 

25th February 2022 

 Weekday 

 

12.05 pm Mass 

Martha Conlan (40th A) 

 

 

  

Saturday 

26th February 2022 

Saturday Mass of Our Lady 

4.00 pm - 4.30 pm 

Exposition and Confessions  

. 

5.00 pm Vigil Mass 

Annette Tunstall 
 

  

Sunday 

27th February 2022 

8th Sunday of the Year 

 

10.00 am Mass 

Philip Wilkinson  

George Hoey (B/Day A) 

 

*11.00 am Mass 

Ann Booth 

9.00 am Mass 

John Howe 

It is essential to wear 

masks in Church, and 

to practice social 

distancing to maintain 

it as a safe place for 

worship. 

http://www.facebook.com/HolyFamilyHartlepool

