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To receive this newsletter by email each week, email hartlepoolnewsletter@gmail.com 

THE SYNODAL PATH 
 

We are familiar with adversarial debate in our parliamentary systems. The government is expected to present policies and pursue its agenda 

with vigorous determination. The role of the opposition is to expose with equal vigour the flaws in the government’s positions and present 

alternatives. One enters negotiations to promote and defend positions, often having red lines beyond which one is unwilling to go. The whole 

process is driven by robust debate which usually produces winners and losers. 

The synodal process is very different. We embark on a journey, seeking together the way forward for the Church. We speak and listen with the 

conviction that each one has something to contribute to the search and something to learn from others. We share openly and honestly, not 

ideas or theories, but our lived experience of Church life and mission – the joys and sorrows, the hopes and fears, the successes and failures. 

We do this in the context of a global pandemic crisis which has exposed and amplified fault lines running through humanity and is challenging 

all to seek new ways of living together. Reflecting together on our experiences, we hope to discover processes which help the Church live in 

communion, achieve participation, and open itself to mission. 

Attentive listening is more important than speaking. Pope Francis speaks of the “dynamism of mutual listening” which drives the synodal 

process. We listen to one another, including those in the margins and those who have drifted away from the Church. We listen to voices 

outside the Church, paying special attention to the cry of the poor and excluded ones in our world and the cry of the exploited earth. 

Ultimately, all our listening leads to discernment, a sifting through what we are hearing to detect the voice of the Spirit indicating the way 

forward. This calls for periods of silent reflection and prayer. With the help of the Spirit, we hope for consensus or a harmony in which diversity 

is not divisive but enriching as we respond to our common baptismal call to be missionary disciples of Jesus. As we reflect together on our 

lived experiences at a time of change, we listen to the living Word of God. In recent talks on the synodal process, Pope Francis has been 

reflecting on the Acts of the Apostles which he calls “the first and most important manual of ecclesiology.” In the story of Acts we get many 

glimpses of the early Church striving to remain open to the guidance of the Spirit in its eternal life and external mission. A good example is the 

Council of Jerusalem (Acts 15), the event which for centuries is taken as the model for synods celebrated by the Church. 

The predominantly Jewish Church was at a major crossroads with the influx of large numbers of non-Jews. Some argued that Gentiles, in 

becoming Christians, must adopt Jewish laws and practices. Others insisted this was not necessary. The question gave rise to “no small 

dissension and debate” (Acts 15:2). The breakthrough came when the participants in the Council shifted from an argumentative to a listening 

mode. They listened to Peter sharing his experience in receiving Gentile centurion Cornelius into the Church (see Acts 10-11). Peter had been 

very reluctant to do anything contrary to strict adherence to Jewish ritual regulation. He needed a vision from God and the prompting of the 

Holy Spirit to change his mind. He was also “converted” by listening to Cornelius’ experience of God. Only then did he share the Good News of 

Jesus with him. It became increasingly clear to Peter that the Spirit was at work in the lives of Cornelius and his household. Peter’s role was to 

confirm what the Spirit was doing. He learned by listening that Jews and Gentiles are saved by the gift of the same Spirit, rather than any law, 

and this was the message he shared with the Council of Jerusalem. After Peter finished speaking, the meeting remained silent and listening to 

Paul and Barnabas sharing their experience of what God was doing in the Gentile mission. 

James, the local leader in the Jerusalem church, pointed out that the 

experiences shared gave a deeper insight into what is said in the Word of 

God (Acts 15:15-18). He the went on to propose a way forward with 

which the whole assembly concurred. They reached a consensus which 

“seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us” (Acts 15:28). The decision 

was to press on with mission among Gentiles without imposing Jewish 

laws on them. Steps were also taken to foster common life between 

Jewish and Gentile Christians, while respecting the diverse cultures. 

Mission and communion go hand-in-hand. 

The aim of the present Synod is to foster and develop the Church’s 

synodal nature - the people of God walking in communion to pursue a 

common mission through the participation of all. If this is to come about, 

we must heed the advice in the Book of Revelation: “Let anyone who had 

an ear listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches” (Rev 2:7). 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK - What can I do this Lent to bear fruit more fully in the world? 



Year of The Eucharist, Preparation for the Synod 

 

 

THE SYNOD AND A LISTENING CHURCH - Webinar 5th March 11am. Sr. Nathalie Becquart is the under secretary to the Synod of Bishops at 

the Vatican. She is currently organising the synod process and empowering the Church across the world to journey towards the international 

Synod. She will be the guest speaker at a webinar on the 5th March 11am-12.30pm for people across the diocese. A time to listen, discuss and 

question her on the church and the way forward. To register please email admin@ymt.org requesting ‘webinar registration’. 

 

LEPRA APPEAL – Thank you to everyone who contributed to this collection. Please return any envelopes to the buckets at the back of church 

as soon as possible.  

 

GIFT AID - There will be an appeal for Gift Aid at all masses this weekend.  Registration Forms, Information Leaflets and Bankers order forms 

will be available.  We will also be issuing boxes of envelopes for those who already contribute through the scheme.  Please see the Gift Aid 

Organiser after each Mass. 

 

COMMUNITY MEETING – There will be a Community Meeting at St Patrick’s on Monday February 28th at 6pm in the hall to discuss St 

Patrick’s Feast Day, activities during Lent and any other business. All are welcome. 

 

SOCIETY OF ST VINCENT DE PAUL - St Joseph’s SVP Conference has been very limited in its activities recently, principally because of the 

restrictions of COVID. There has been some activity; we have twice distributed vouchers (at Christmas and Easter, value £1300 x2), made 

payments to our Indian twins (£300 x2), and made various private payments. Furthermore, we have boosted our funds through private 

donation parish collections and also by the raffle organised by Elain McGarry in St Patrick’s. In addition, the Disaster Fund, which the SVP 

organises, has benefitted recently by £1200 as a result of the initiative of Canon Michael Griffiths who organised a parish-wide collection. Many 

Thanks! Now that the COVID regulations are virtually over we can meet once again, so I will be contacting all existing members of the Society. 

At the meeting, we will discuss meeting times etc, and in particular the possibility of extending membership to all Holy Family parishioners, and 

I will outline future policies in the parish newsletter, so look out for further details 0 but if you wish to know more about the SVP, please 

contact David Relton on 01429268680, or any other member of the Society. 

  

COMMUNION TO THE SICK AND HOUSEBOUND - There is a meeting on Thursday 10th March at 6.30pm in the Weekday Chapel at St 

Joseph’s for all those who have previously been taking Communion to the sick and housebound, as well as those who are presently taking out 

Communion from Mass, and for any Eucharistic Minister who would be interested in this important ministry. There will be a time of prayer, and 

a discussion of reconnecting with our sick and housebound, and our various nursing homes. Please try to attend so that during Lent we can 

work to reconnect with our sick and housebound.  

 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER - Friday 3rd March is World Day of Prayer (Formerly Women's World Day of Prayer). A service will be held at 2.00pm 

in Grange Road Methodist Church. All are invited. 

 

LENT REFLECTIONS - An aid to reflection and prayer during Lent can be found at https://diocesehn.org.uk/living-the-faith/liturgy-

prayer/#seasonal. 

 

SYCAMORE FOR LENT - “We are pilgrims ‘journeying together’ whose listening and speaking is that of those who seek and not that of those 

who believe they have found.” This quote leapt out at me when I attended Synod meetings. I have been extremely privileged to host two 

online sycamore.fm get togethers. Sycamore opens up the heart of the Christian message and helps people to grow in faith. The films give an 

inspiring vision of Catholic Christianity. They involve some clear teaching and thought-provoking testimonies. The discussion groups, even 

online, help people grow in friendship and build a sense of community. This was evident in the people who took part. They showed an 

amazing openness and willingness to share and listen to each other’s stories. It epitomised the “journeying together” in the quote above. I 

invite you to join me on such a journey this Lenten season. We will gather online each Sunday from 6 March to 10 April at 4.00pm until 

5.15pm. Why not invite a friend to come along too? This is a free course. Please register  https://diocesehn.org.uk/whats-on/event/lent-

sycamore-course/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For enquiries about ministry to young people, or to volunteer, please 

contact→ 

 

 

 

 

CONFIRMATION PROCESS - It’s not too late for anyone in Year 9 or above 

to join the confirmation process. Contact Ric for more details. 

https://diocesehn.org.uk/living-the-faith/liturgy-prayer/#seasonal
https://diocesehn.org.uk/living-the-faith/liturgy-prayer/#seasonal
https://www.sycamore.fm/about-sycamore/what-is-sycamore/


Please remember in your prayers all those in our communities who are sick or housebound, especially:  

STEPHEN ANDERSON,  PAT BAKER,  MICHAEL BLACKFORD,  HILARY BRADBURY,  DENNIS BRATT,  MARGARET BURKE,  KAY BURNS,  MICHAEL 

CANN,  SARAH CARROLL,  RITA CHARLTON,  MARIE CHOLMONDELEY,  VERONICA COCHRANE,  DANIEL COSBY,  BETTY CRANE,  NEIL 

DAVIS,  LOTTIE DOCHERTY,  NATALIE EGLINTINE,  TERESA FALKINGHAM,  EMILY FLANNERY,  ALISON FOSTER,  LORRAINE GALEN,  DOROTHY 

GEEN,  DIANNE GOODING,  PETER GRIEVES,  CHRISTINE HANSELL,  MARY HARPER,  MARY HARRIS,  LYNNE HARRISON,  ANDREW 

HAYGARTH,  BELLA HOEY,  MURIEL HOWE,  MOLLY HUGHES,  PETER JOHNSON,  CHRISTINE JONES,  ETTY JORDAN,  MOIRA KELLY, CEILIA 

KING,   MARGARET KIRKPATRICK,  KEN KNIGHT,  MARIE LYDON,  MAUREEN MAGUIRE,  VERA MARRIOTT,  MARY MASON,  IAN 

MATTHEWS,  PAUL MCCRAITH,  OWEN MCENEANEY,  JIM MCKENNA,  CHRISTOPHER MGHEE,  PAUL MOORE,  PAT NESS,  KITTY 

NEWSTEAD,  SYLVICE NOTRIANNI,   WINNIE OLIVER,  MYRA PATTISON,  EDDIE PEARSON,  COLIN PRICE,  DAMIAN RAFFERTY,  JEAN 

RICHARDSON,  PAM ROBERTSON,  JOSEPH ROBINSON,  PAULA ROGERS,  HILDA RYAN,  AGNES SCULLY,  CORAZON SIMPSON,  VAL SMITH,  

MATTHEW STEEL,  BRENDA STOTT,  BRETT SWAIN,  GAIL SYMINGTON,  MATTHEW THACKERAY,  LYNSEY TODD,  NORA TRISCHLER,  JONATHON 

VOKES,  KAY WALLACE,  JAMES WALSH,  ANTHONY WEEGRAM. 

 

All the sick and their carers, both at home and in hospital, are prayed for at each Mass,  

as well as the health and safety of all parishioners.   

 

Please pray for those who have died recently:  

Valentine Smith 

and for their family and friends who mourn their loss. 

 

We also pray for all those whose anniversaries fall this week: 

 

ST JOSEPH’S: Jean Courtney, Annie Cann, Mary E Griffiths, Patrick Northey, Patricia Turner, Kathleen Smith, June Eglintine, 

Kathleen Povey, Veronica Dunn, Fitzroy Pancho, Ralph Dalgleish, Marjorie Swinburne, William Bell, Thomas Northey. 

ST MARY’S: Stephen Horner, George Heal, Ian Edward Liddle, Mary Mincher, John Michael Moor, Charles Goften. 

ST PATRICK’S: Pat Turner Gary Bousfield, Denis Wilson, Joseph Briggs, Robert Elsdon, Evelyn O’Connor. 

ST JOHN VIANNEY’S: Ted Strickland, Lena Bianco, Anthony Henegan, Pat Hurley, George Heal, Mrs C Robertson, Alfred 

McKenzie, Ruby Foreman, William G Tindall, Frank O'Neil, John Jones, Robert Glass, Mary Ann & Billy Beha, Monsignor Kevin 

Vasey. 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them. Amen. 

 
 

_________________________________________________ 

 
Listen to the Word                 Eighth Sunday of the Year 

 

Ecclesiasticus 24: 4-7    Psalm 91    1 Corinthians 15: 54-58     Luke 6: 39-45 

 

In the parables spoken by Our Lord we can see themes that we, as hearers of the Word, should reflect upon. The blind leading 

the blind is a familiar saying. In a modern context it generally means that one person leads another into a situation but neither 

of them has a real concept about where they are going. Usually both end up in trouble. Perhaps Jesus is speaking about the 

teacher and his disciple who are studying a text, both come to the same conclusion because they approach the text with their 

eyes closed and fail to see the teaching that is before them. 

Jesus also speaks of the splinter and the plank. How often do we criticise someone but fail to see that we too are guilty of a 

similar fault? How often is our fault the greater because we speak from ignorance of the situation? We should look for perfection 

in our own lives, in our words and actions, before condemning others for their faults. 

The parable of the good fruit and the rotten fruit speaks to what is in our hearts. If we have goodness at the heart of what we do 

then we will produce good fruit, however, if our actions and words come from a spiteful or wicked thought, then we will produce 

rotten fruit. We cannot think one way and then act in another. We are either grapes or brambles, our nature depends on what is 

in our hearts. We may find that we are in the midst of a struggle within ourselves when we react to a situation but if our reaction 

comes from the goodness in our hearts then we follow in the footsteps of Christ; otherwise, we are doing the devil’s work. 

          

David Frank 

_________________________________________________ 
 

DONATIONS – Anyone wishing to provide regular giving, you can instruct your bank to set up a standing order using these details: ……     

  Beneficiary: DHN The Holy Family  Account Number: 11173928 Sort Code: 40-34-45.  Thank you. 



 
During the suspension of Sunday Obligation 

*Live stream: www.facebook.com/HolyFamilyHartlepool 

 

Pre-Recorded Telephone Liturgies Call: 01429 450388 for recorded Liturgy of the Word,  

homily, and prayers available from Saturday evenings onwards (calls charged at local rate) 

 

 

 
St Joseph’s  

TS26 9EY 

St Mary’s  

TS24 0HD 

St Patrick’s  

TS25 3QG 

Saturday 

26th February 2022 

Weekday 

4.00 pm - 4.30 pm 

Exposition and Confessions  

. 

5.00 pm Vigil Mass 

Annette & Eric Tunstall 

 

  

Sunday 

27th February 2022 

8th Sunday of the Year 

 

10.00 am Mass 

Philip Wilkinson  

George Hoey (B/Day A) 

 

*11.00 am Mass 

Ann Booth 

9.00 am Mass 

John Howe 

Monday 

28th February 2022 

 Weekday  

 

 

  

10.00 am Mass  

Bill Collins 

 

 

Tuesday 

1st March 2022 

St David, Patron of Wales 

12.05 pm Mass 

M E Griffiths (A) 

2.00 pm 

Rosary 

 

 

 

 

10.30 am - 11.30 am 

 Exposition, Rosary and Private 

Prayer  
 

1.00 pm - 3.00 pm  

Over 60s Club 

 

6.30 pm Mass 

Mary Frain 

John Oliver 

Wednesday 

2nd March 2022 

Ash Wednesday  

(Fasting and Abstinence) 

6.00 pm - 6.25 pm 

Exposition and Confessions 
 

 

6.30 pm Mass 

Kevin Spaldin (A) 

 

11.00 am Mass 

People of the Parish 

9.30 am Mass 

People of Ukraine 

Thursday 

3rd March 2022 

 Weekday of Lent 

 

12.05 pm Mass 

Alison Mullins 

 

6.30 pm Mass 

NBF 

 

Friday 

4th March 2022 

 Weekday of Lent 

 

12.05 pm Mass 

Monica & Brian Plant 

 

 

 6.30 pm  

Stations of the Cross 

Saturday 

5th March 2022 

Weekday of Lent 

4.00 pm - 4.30 pm 

Exposition and Confessions  

. 

5.00 pm Vigil Mass 

Boyd & Turnbull Families 
 

*10.00 am  

Stations of the Cross 

 

Sunday 

6th March 2022 

1st Sunday of Lent 

10.00 am Mass 

Patrick Northey 

 

*4.30 pm  

Stations of the Cross 

*11.00 am Mass 

People of the Parish 

9.00 am Mass 

In memory of Gary Bousfield 

(5th Anniversary) 

 

4.00 pm - 5.30 pm 

4 O’Clock Service 

followed by barbecue 

It is essential to wear 

masks in Church, and 

to practice social 

distancing to maintain 

it as a safe place for 

worship. 

http://www.facebook.com/HolyFamilyHartlepool

