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SUNDAY 13TH MARCH 2022                                SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 

 

A MESSAGE FROM CANON MICHAEL GRIFFITHS 

 

The news from Ukraine is overwhelming as we see the tremendous suffering and devastation this invasion and war has brought 

about. A natural human instinct is to do something. The solidarity of the people of surrounding European countries, welcoming 

refugees is a sign of hope and the generosity across the country including Hartlepool, donating so much to the convoys bringing 

support and relief to refugees is a tribute to our sense of common humanity. We want to do something especially when the 

situation seems impossible.  

 

At a different but crucial level we can understand Peter in our gospel today when faced with the transfiguration he wants to do 

something as he faces something so much bigger than himself, hard to define, raising questions in his mind and with no easy 

answers. Peter struggles and puts forward an answer, something practical, amidst this unworldly experience. He tries a DIY 

solution with his three tents but in the end “he did not know what he was saying”. Peter, we remember, was on a journey like us 

who last week recognized that lent is a call to rediscover the truth about our God, about ourselves, who we are, why we are here 

and where are we going. Peter like us looks for practical solutions, straight forward answers, something to do but finds himself 

stumped, unable to say or do anything. Up to this point Peter sees Jesus on a very practical level. Jesus is a great teacher and 

works miracles. Peter expects Jesus to overthrow the Romans, sort out the religious and political elite, win a war if he has to. On 

this mountain, the vision of Jesus transfigured, shows how wrong he is. Here is something much bigger and greater. Peter stands 

before the mystery of God; the mystery of faith and he doesn’t know what to say or do. The same is true for Abraham in the first 

reading. Told that his descendants will be as many as the stars of Heaven. He wants some human assurance, a clear plan, a 

practical but human way forward. He busies himself with preparing a sacrifice then tired out with it all falls asleep and in the 

darkness experiences the mystery of God.  

 

A recent commentator described our present time as a shift in the tectonic plates of 

our world. So many of the systems and strategies which we humans have put 

forward as the answer to our problems and progress towards the best solution have 

failed. We need to rediscover that there is a more to life and that the biggest 

questions of our human existence cannot be fully answered scientifically, politically 

or economically. Faith recognises that there is more to reality than things which can 

be seen and heard or weighed and measured. Faith recognises that there is an 

unseen world as well as a visible one -  a world of mystery which is to be found at 

the heart of all things. Faith recognises that this mystery is not something vague 

and woolly, but something we constantly encounter in everyday experiences.  

This is the journey of Abraham, the journey of Peter which is to come face to face with the mystery of God. This is to be a person 

of faith, to be religious and not to be afraid to climb the mountain and see the light even if we cannot explain it and words are 

not enough.  

Father Michael n 
 

 

 
QUESTION OF THE WEEK - How can I be a witness to God’s grace in my life? 



THIS WEEK’S PARISH NEWS 
Year of The Eucharist, Preparation for the Synod 

 

 

LENT 2022 - Lent is a great time to return to mass after Covid restrictions. You could begin with a weekday mass which are usually quieter. Stations of 

the Cross are on Sundays at 4:30pm in St Joseph’s, followed by Benediction. Tuesday 2pm at St Mary’s, Friday 6pm at St Patrick’s and St Mary’s on 

Saturday at 10am (Live Streamed). The sacrament of reconciliation is available 25 minutes before every weekday evening mass as well Saturdays 4-

4.30pm before Vigil Mass. Please make sure that you have our 24 hours of prayer beginning with midday mass on Friday 1st April and ending at midday 

Saturday 2nd April.  

CAFOD – Please return all CAFOD envelopes today, our young people will be telling us how the money is to be used in the work of CAFOD across the 

world. Thank you to all who have supported our soup lunch last Friday, if volunteers come forward who can make soup, we hope to repeat this on 

another Friday in Lent.  

 

HOLY FAMILY DISASTER FUND - £500 has been donated to the Ukraine humanitarian appeal on behalf of the parish. Well done to our schools and to 

all who have contributed to the relief effort going out to eastern Europe.  

 

CHANGE OF MASSES – Please note due to the feast day of St. Patrick Tuesday 6.30 pm mass is in St Marys church and Thursday 6.30 pm mass is in St 

Patricks 

EASTER BASKETS – Tickets will be available form this weekend for our annual easter basket raffle. £1 per strip. Suitable baskets will also be available or 

you can use your own to make up prizes and we are very grateful for your help.   

GIFT AID - Thank you for your response to the appeal.  If you are current members of the scheme and did not collect your new box of envelopes, 

please contact the Parish Office and delivery will be arranged.  If you took information packs or Gift Aid forms, please return the completed Gift Aid 

form to any of our churches in the envelope provided. Bankers Order forms should be taken to your bank.  If you require any assistance, please contact 

the Parish Office and we will respond. 

 

200 CLUB - Annual Subscriptions of £25 Half yearly payments of £12.50 and Quarterly payments of £6.25 are now due.  Please put cash or cheque in a 

sealed envelope and put your name and address on the envelope and put it in collection boxes at church.  Cheques to be made out to “Saint Patrick’s 

200 Club”.  Thank You. 

 

RED MISSION BOXES - Thank you to everyone who brought their Red Mission boxes to St Mary's. We have banked £357.70. Well done. Maria Morris. 

You can bring mission money into St. Josephs for counting, please empty your box and place your money in a bag and place in the large red box at the 

back of church.  

 

HARTLEPOOL FOODBANK - The Annual General Meeting of Hartlepool Foodbank is on Monday 14th March at 7.00pm at the Foodbank in Church 

Street. All church members are welcome.  

 

LENT REFLECTIONS - An aid to reflection and prayer during Lent can be found at https://diocesehn.org.uk/living-the-faith/liturgy-prayer/#seasonal. 

 

SYCAMORE FOR LENT - “We are pilgrims ‘journeying together’ whose listening and speaking is that of those who seek and not that of those who 

believe they have found.” This quote leapt out at me when I attended Synod meetings. I have been extremely privileged to host two 

online sycamore.fm get togethers. Sycamore opens up the heart of the Christian message and helps people to grow in faith. The films give an inspiring 

vision of Catholic Christianity. They involve some clear teaching and thought-provoking testimonies. The discussion groups, even online, help people 

grow in friendship and build a sense of community. This was evident in the people who took part. They showed an amazing openness and willingness 

to share and listen to each other’s stories. It epitomised the “journeying together” in the quote above. I invite you to join me on such a journey this 

Lenten season. We will gather online each Sunday from 6 March to 10 April at 4.00pm until 5.15pm. Why not invite a friend to come along too? This is 

a free course. Please register https://diocesehn.org.uk/whats-on/event/lent-sycamore-course/ 

 

ST MICHAEL’S, NEWCASTLE - To celebrate St Patrick’s Day, St Michael’s are offering a traditional Irish welcome to one and all: Thursday 17 th March 

2022, 10.30am, St Michael’s Church, Westmorland Road, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE4 7RE. For more information (including if you’d like to be more 

involved in the music or liturgy), contact: saintpatricksdaymass@gmail.com or phone Paula on 07486 317663  

 

VACANCIES - The Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle is looking to appoint a new Senior Administrator in the Safeguarding Team. The role will be 

based in the Diocesan Offices in Newcastle and is full-time. Closing date for applications: 23 March 2022. Please visit www.diocesehn.org.uk for full 

details or contact us 0191 243 3301 

 

 

 

 

HOLY FAMILY YOUTH 
 

For enquiries about ministry to young people, or to volunteer, please 

contact→ 

 

 

 

 

CONFIRMATION PROCESS - It’s not too late for anyone in Year 9 or above 

to join the confirmation process. Contact Ric for more details. 

https://www.sycamore.fm/about-sycamore/what-is-sycamore/


OUR PARISH PRAYER INTENTIONS 

Please remember in your prayers all those in our communities who are sick or housebound, especially:  

STEPHEN ANDERSON,  PAT BAKER,  KATHLEEN BARLOW,  MICHAEL BLACKFORD,  HILARY BRADBURY,  DENNIS BRATT,  MARGARET BURKE,  KAY 

BURNS,  MICHAEL CANN,  SARAH CARROLL,  RITA CHARLTON,  MARIE CHOLMONDELEY,  VERONICA COCHRANE,  DANIEL COSBY,  BETTY 

CRANE,  NEIL DAVIS,  LOTTIE DOCHERTY,  NATALIE EGLINTINE,  TERESA FALKINGHAM,  EMILY FLANNERY,  ALISON FOSTER,  LORRAINE 

GALEN,  DOROTHY GEEN,  DAVID GREEN,  PETER GRIEVES,  CHRISTINE HANSELL,  MARY HARPER,  MARY HARRIS,  ANDREW HAYGARTH,  BELLA 

HOEY,  MURIEL HOWE,  MOLLY HUGHES,  PETER JOHNSON,  CHRISTINE JONES,  ETTY JORDAN,  MOIRA KELLY,  CEILIA KING,  MARGARET 

KIRKPATRICK,  KEN KNIGHT,  MARIE LYDON,  MAUREEN MAGUIRE,  VERA MARRIOTT,  MARY MASON,  IAN MATTHEWS,  PAUL 

MCCRAITH,  OWEN MCENEANEY,  JIM MCKENNA,  CHRISTOPHER MGHEE,  PAUL MOORE,  PAT NESS,  KITTY NEWSTEAD,  SYLVICE 

NOTRIANNI,   WINNIE OLIVER,  MYRA PATTISON,  EDDIE PEARSON,  COLIN PRICE,  DAMIAN RAFFERTY,  JEAN RICHARDSON,  PAM 

ROBERTSON,  JOSEPH ROBINSON,  PAULA ROGERS,  HILDA RYAN,  AGNES SCULLY,  CORAZON SIMPSON,  MATTHEW STEEL,  BRENDA 

STOTT,  BRETT SWAIN,  GAIL SYMINGTON,  MELVIN THACKERAY,  LYNSEY TODD,  NORA TRISCHLER,  JONATHON VOKES,  KAY 

WALLACE,  JAMES WALSH,  ANTHONY WEEGRAM 

 

All the sick and their carers, both at home and in hospital, are prayed for at each Mass,  

as well as the health and safety of all parishioners.   

 

Please pray for those who have died recently:  

Maureen Horseman, Sheila Glover, Kevin Michael Lee, Valentine Smith, Kathleen Sweetney, Damian McGlynn, Fr Henry Ryan, 

Pauline Turner, Joan Stephenson, Maria Cholmondesley 

and for their family and friends who mourn their loss. 

We also pray for all those whose anniversaries fall this week: 

 

ST JOSEPH’S: William Kennedy, Paul Wilkinson, Doris Reddington, Josephine Bailey, Connie Johns, Marie Kirby, Shelagh Hannon, 

Monica Wilson, Catherine Wallace. 

ST MARY’S: Lilian Slack, Julia Raftery, Mary Hannah Watling. 

ST PATRICK’S: Doris Reddington, Berry Brown, Moira Balderson, Robert Malcolm. 

ST JOHN VIANNEY’S: John Dwyer, Kath Reece, Franko Fiorini, Dorothy O'Neil, John & Lily O'Neil, Kenneth Bulley, Michael Kirby, 

Edna Wilson, Bill Cox, David Reece. 

ST THOMAS MORE’S: Winifred Bain, Alan Harvey, Florence McMorris, James Smith, John Gallagher, Peter Morton, George 

Ingledew, Eric Dotchen, Anthony Salvin, Maureen Hunt, Fredrick Rigby, Norma Bigwood, Isla Brown, Patricia Snowdon. 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them. Amen. 

_________________________________________________ 

 

Listen to the Word                      Second Sunday of Lent  

Genesis 15: 5-12,17-18    Psalm 26   Philippians 3: 17 -4: 1    Luke 9: 28-36 

If you have very visited a real desert area you will understand the sight that Abram will have experienced when God said to him 

“Look up to heaven and count the stars”. The black night is alive with light shining like jewels in the heavens and it is impossible 

to count their numbers. The first time I truly gazed upon the stars of heaven I understood this line of scripture and was amazed 

when I realised that God, the Creator, and my Father, had made all this. 

Paul’s letter to the Philippians also speaks to me of stars but these are the human variety; the stars who shine as role models for 

those who they touch. In a few week&#39;s time; at the Easter Vigil service, we will be welcoming new members of the Church 

into our community. Standing by them will be their sponsors; men and woman who, by their example and their advice, are 

chosen to help the new members of the Church in their journey of faith. Last Sunday in our Cathedral a whole host of 

newcomers were welcomed, by our Bishop, Robert, in the Rite of Election. This ceremony reminds us that the church is still 

inviting people from all walks of life to “taste and see” what we, as the community of the Catholic Church, have to offer and that 

those who come along may find a home within the walls of our churches. 

There is light shining in our Gospel passage today as, on Mount Tabor, Jesus is transfigured before his chosen apostles. This 

passage which is repeated in Mark and Matthew marks a watershed in the ministry of Jesus. For the Jewish converts it would 

have been an important message as it takes the giver of the law, Moses, and the greatest of the Prophets, Elijah, and portrays 

them walking and talking with Our Lord. For us today this may not be very significant but if we can see it as a point that unites 

the Old and New Testaments and that transforms the covenant with Abraham into the new covenant with Christ, then we begin 

to understand the significance of the occasion. Lent is moving slowly to the events of Holy Week and now, with the Old and the 

New Testaments brought together in Christ, we journey on.           David Frank 

_________________________________________________ 
 

DONATIONS – Anyone wishing to provide regular giving, you can instruct your bank to set up a standing order using these details: ……     

  Beneficiary: DHN The Holy Family  Account Number: 11173928 Sort Code: 40-34-45.  Thank you.



THIS WEEK’S MASSES 
During the suspension of Sunday Obligation 

*Live stream: www.facebook.com/HolyFamilyHartlepool 

 

Pre-Recorded Telephone Liturgies Call: 01429 450388 for recorded Liturgy of the Word,  

homily, and prayers available from Saturday evenings onwards (calls charged at local rate) 

 

 

 
St Joseph’s  

TS26 9EY 

St Mary’s  

TS24 0HD 

St Patrick’s  

TS25 3QG 

Saturday 

12th March 2022 

Weekday of Lent 

4.00 pm - 4.30 pm 

Exposition and Confessions  

. 

5.00 pm Vigil Mass 

Millie Pearce 

*10.00 am  

Stations of the Cross 

 

Sunday 

13th March 2022 

2nd Sunday of Lent 

10.00 am Mass 

Paul Wilkinson (A) 

Lawrence Brownlee (A) 

 

*4.30 pm Stations of the Cross 

and benediction 

*11.00 am Mass 

People of the Parish 

9.00 am Mass 

Austin Flanaghan (A) 

Monday 

14th March 2022 

  Weekday of Lent  

 

  

10.00 am Mass  

Special Intention (Grandsons) 

 

 

Tuesday 

15th March 2022 

 Weekday of Lent 

12.05 pm Mass 

Eric Smith (RD) 

 

1.30 pm  Requiem Mass 

Maureen Horseman 

2.00 pm Stations 

of the Cross 

 

6.30 pm Mass 

NBF 

 

10.30 am - 11.30 am 

 Exposition, Rosary  

and Private Prayer  
 

1.00 pm - 3.00 pm  

Over 60s Club 

Wednesday 

16th March 2022 

 Weekday of Lent 

10.00 am Requiem Mass 

Sheila Glover 

 

1.00 pm Funeral Service 

Kevin Michael Lee 

 

6.00 pm - 6.25 pm 

Exposition and Confessions 
 

 

6.30 pm Mass 

Robert, Cecelia & Pat Watson 

  

Thursday 

17th March 2022 

St Patrick,  

Apostle of Ireland 

 

10.00 am  Requiem Mass 

Kathleen Sweetney 

 

12.05 pm Mass 

Sean McDonough 

 6.30 pm Mass 

Mary Frain 

Deceased Members of the Parish 

Friday 

18th March 2022 

Weekday of Lent 

12.05 pm Requiem Mass 

Valentine Smith 

 6.00 pm Stations 

of the Cross 

Friday 18th 7.45am Mass at English Martyrs Sixth Form College. Parking in the laybys or staff carpark. Entrance through 

the main doors. 

Saturday 

19th March 2022 

St Joseph, Husband of 

the Blessed Virgin Mary 

4.00 pm - 4.30 pm 

Exposition and Confessions  

. 

5.00 pm Vigil Mass 

Don O’Donnell (A) 

*10.00 am Stations 

of the Cross 

 

Sunday 

20th March 2022 

3rd Sunday of Lent 

St Cuthbert 

10.00 am Mass 

The Butcher Family 

 

*4.30 pm Stations of the Cross  

 

*11.00 am Mass 

People of the Parish 

9.00 am Mass 

Pennelow and Joseph Nuttall 

It is essential to wear 

masks in Church, and 

to practice social 

distancing to maintain 

it as a safe place for 

worship. 

http://www.facebook.com/HolyFamilyHartlepool

