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SUNDAY 3RD APRIL 2022                                       FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

 

A MESSAGE FROM BISHOP ROBERT BYRNE 

My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

As Easter approaches, we have many things to consider. Uppermost in our minds are probably the two global events which have 

changed our lives and that of many others: the coronavirus pandemic and the Russian invasion of Ukraine. We feel that there is 

little we can do to change the situation in either case. And yet our faith in the Risen Christ gives us hope for the future. In a short 

time, we will relive through the liturgy the suffering, death and resurrection of the Lord. This not only gives us hope but also a 

new energy and vision to face the future. We are an ‘Easter people’, a people of joy and optimism. We are ready to proclaim the 

good news of Jesus Christ and to share with others the peace and joy that only the Risen Christ can give. Even in the face of 

pandemic and war we know that sin and its consequences have been defeated forever through the Easter mystery. 

We have seen how, even in the midst of war and great suffering, the strong faith of the people of Ukraine sustains them and 

gives them hope to face the future. If we are to be true followers of the Lord, we too need to place our hope in him. The clearest 

expression of that hope is our regular attendance at Mass. We need the Mass to feed us through Word and Sacrament which 

deepens our faith and supports us in times of need. Since the pandemic, many have been nervous to return or have fallen out of 

the habit in these strange times. So I now ask you to encourage those who have not yet returned to join us once more in the 

worshipping communities of our diocese. While the circulation of the coronavirus continues in society, the clear message of the 

health authorities is that following the successful roll-out of the vaccination programme, the usual patterns of life should now 

return. This is true also for the life of the Church in England and Wales in all its activities and in our own diocese too. 

The gospel passage today reminds us that another way in which we place our hope in the Lord is by our regular use of the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation. Again, the various lockdowns during the time of the pandemic meant that many people felt unable 

to use this wonderful sacrament, when we personally encounter the merc y of God. I would like to encourage you during the 

remainder of Lent and in the Easter season, to confess your sins to a priest in the Sacrament of Reconciliation as this is the 

primary means by which we receive the healing love and merciful forgiveness of God. 

Pope Francis has said that: ‘The centre of confession is not the sins we declare, but the divine love we receive, of which we are 

always in need ... Jesus, who waits for us, listens to us and forgives us, is the centre of Confession.’ We know from our human 

experience that moments of confession and forgiveness need to be in person. Of course, we can send presents or messages to 

the one we have offended. Sooner or later, however, we must look them in the eye, admit what we have done and say, “I am 

sorry”, then hopefully we receive their forgiveness. The other will expect us to promise not to repeat the offence again; there is 

no other way than this, challenging as it may be. 

So it is with Christ. Our meeting with him needs to be personal and include those steps: confession, contrition, the reception of 

forgiveness and absolution, and a firm purpose of amendment with a penance which is a small act of love on our part. This 

sacrament is a great gift; an awesome opportunity to know and receive the Lord’s forgiveness. Moreover, we are healed and 

given strength to overcome our sins in the future. In Confession we are absolutely assured that when the priest says the words of 

Christ’s forgiveness over us that our sins are blotted out. Like the woman in today’s Gospel, we are forgiven, not condemned, 

and sent out in the joy of knowing that we are reconciled to God and our neighbour. 

I want to take this opportunity to thank you for the way in which so many have prayed for peace in Ukraine and generously 

given practical support to the victims of war. Despite the difficulties of these challenging times, we can still look to the future 

with confidence and at the same time take stock of where we are now placing ourselves and our war-torn Continent in the hands 

of God. 

 

 

 

 
QUESTION OF THE WEEK - How can I respond to those who have hurt me or hurt others with mercy and  

                                              forgiveness, as Jesus has shown? Who is Jesus calling me now to forgive? 



THIS WEEK’S PARISH NEWS 
Year of The Eucharist, Preparation for the Synod 

 

PARISH MEETING 26/03/22 - Fr Christopher Hancock and I are very grateful to the representatives of the various church communities who 

attended the parish meeting last Saturday. Once again, this meeting was an honest and heartfelt exchange of ideas with a preparedness to find 

a consensus. At the end of the meeting, after considerable discussion, it was agreed that we had two proposals to offer to the Bishop:  The first 

proposal is to implement the conclusions of the 2015 consultation, and for four churches to be open. There will then be a period of further 

exploration and consultation within a two year time-frame to assess how this is going and to discern the implications for the pastoral care of all 

the communities.  The second proposal is to continue with three churches and the current masses. Fr Christopher and I have presented these 

proposals to the Bishop who will now seek advice from the Council of Priests and the Episcopal Council as part of the consultation process. The 

meeting accepted that whatever the discernment of Bishop Robert, and his advisors from our wider diocesan family, we will work together for 

the common good of all our communities that make up Holy Family Parish, Hartlepool. Fr Mark 

 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS - Stations of the Cross are on Sundays at 4:30pm. This week we go to St Paul’s Church for Stations of the Cross. 

Tuesday 2pm at St Mary’s; Friday - See times in the 24 Hours of Prayer at St Patrick’s Church. Paraphernalia will be performing a Holy Week 

reflection on Monday 11th April at 6.30pm in St Mary’s Church. Come and join us as we journey through the Stations of the Cross in reading, 

prayer and song, reflecting on each station along Jesus’ journey to the cross. 

 

RECONCILIATION - The sacrament of reconciliation is available 25 minutes before every weekday evening mass as well Saturdays 4-4.30pm 

before Vigil Mass. You will find lots of resources on the diocesan website about prayer and how to make a good confession. 

https://diocesehn.org.uk/living-the-faith/liturgy-prayer/#seasonal 

 

CAFOD - Please return all CAFOD envelopes to the container at the back of church marked ‘CAFOD’ today, as we now close this fund. 

 

UKRAINE HUMANITARIAN APPEAL - CAFOD have launched an emergency appeal for Ukraine. If you're able to contribute, you can do this 

by ringing 0303 303 3030, logging on to cafod.org.uk/Ukraine or sending a cheque to CAFOD, Romero House, 55 Westminster Bridge Road, 

SE1 7JB. Please also continue to remember our collection bins at the back of church for the Hartlepool Food Bank, Refugee Project and 

Apostleship of the Sea. Thank you for all your generosity. 

  

EASTER BASKETS - Tickets are available for our annual easter basket raffle. £1 per strip, £5 per book. If you would like to make up your own 

basket for the raffle, we will be very grateful. And if you would like to donate any prizes ie Easter eggs, wine, or non-perishable goods, we 

would be very grateful for your help. 

From this Sunday, the collection will be taken during the offertory during the week, please use the box at the back of church. 

GIFT AID - We begin the new tax year today.  If you are a member of the scheme and have not paid tax in the last twelve months, please let us 

know so that we do not make a false claim.   If you are current members of the scheme and did not collect your new box of envelopes or a 

returning member of the scheme and require a box, please contact the Parish Office and delivery will be arranged.  If you took information 

packs or Gift Aid forms, please return the completed Gift Aid form to any of our churches in the envelope provided. Bankers Order forms 

should be taken to your bank.  If you require any assistance, please contact the Parish Office and we will respond. 

  

200 CLUB - The March draw took place this week. The winners, 1st prize £150 177 Julie Kelly, 2nd Prize £75 34 Lol Atkinson, 3rd prize £25 43 

Marie Cholmondeley.  Annual Subscriptions of £25 Half yearly payments of £12.50 and Quarterly payments of £6.25 are now due.  Please put 

cash or cheque in a sealed envelope and put your name and address on the envelope and put it in collection boxes at church.  Cheques to be 

made out to “Saint Patrick’s 200 Club”.  Thank You. 

 

RED MISSION BOXES - Thank you to everyone who brought boxes in. The total collected at St Joseph’s was £523.15, we will be taking further 

contributions after Easter.  

 

EMS - The English Martyrs Catholic School and Sixth Form College are delighted to be able to reinstate their Annual Awards Evening.  If you 

are interested in sponsoring a trophy could you please contact Lisa Foster at English Martyrs on 01429 273790 by 1st May 2022. 

 

LITURGY COURSES - The Diocesan Liturgy Team will be running the following courses in April and May: Welcomers' Course, New 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion Course and a Sacristans' Course. If you wish to find out more information about these courses and 

how to register for them, please contact the Faith & Mission admin team: adminfaith.mission@diocesehn.org.uk. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOLY FAMILY YOUTH 
 

For enquiries about Confirmation, ministry to young people, or to volunteer, please contact → 

 

4 O’CLOCK SERVICE - This takes place this month at St Joseph’s Church. Families will lead interactive stations of  

the cross in church at 4.30pm, followed by a barbecue in the church hall until 5.30pm. Everyone is invited, especially if you haven’t experienced 

these all age family services before.  

FAMILY RETREAT 14th-16th OCTOBER 2022 - If your family would appreciate an affordable weekend away in beautiful surroundings, ask your 

school office or Ric for a letter about our annual Family Retreat at the Emmaus Youth Village in Consett. Our team of young people organise 

activities for all the family and it’s one of the most popular activities we offer all year so sign up soon! 

https://diocesehn.org.uk/living-the-faith/liturgy-prayer/#seasonal
http://cafod.org.uk/Ukraine
mailto:adminfaith.mission@diocesehn.org.uk


OUR PARISH PRAYER INTENTIONS 

Please remember in your prayers all those in our communities who are sick or housebound, especially:  

STEPHEN ANDERSON,  PAT BAKER,  KATHLEEN BARLOW,  MICHAEL BLACKFORD,  HILARY BRADBURY,  DENNIS BRATT,  MARGARET BURKE,  KAY 

BURNS,  JOHN CANN,  SARAH CARROLL,  RITA CHARLTON,  VERONICA COCHRANE,  DANIEL COSBY,  BETTY CRANE,  JAMES DALEY,  NEIL 

DAVIS,  LOTTIE DOCHERTY,  NATALIE EGLINTINE,  TERESA FALKINGHAM,  EMILY FLANNERY,  ALISON FOSTER,  LORRAINE GALEN,  DOROTHY 

GEEN,  DAVID GEEN,  PETER GRIEVES,  CHRISTINE HANSELL,  MARY HARPER,  MARY HARRIS,  ANDREW HAYGARTH,  BELLA HOEY,  MURIEL 

HOWE,  MOLLY HUGHES,  PETER JOHNSON,  CHRISTINE JONES,  ETTY JORDAN,  MOIRA KELLY,  CEILIA KING,  MARGARET KIRKPATRICK,  KEN 

KNIGHT,  MARIE LYDON,  MAUREEN MAGUIRE,  VERA MARRIOTT,  JAMES MARSHALL,  MARY MASON,  IAN MATTHEWS,  PAUL 

MCCRAITH,  OWEN MCENEANEY,  JIM MCKENNA,  CHRISTOPHER MGHEE,  PAUL MOORE,  PAT NESS,  KITTY NEWSTEAD,  SYLVICE 

NOTRIANNI,   WINNIE OLIVER,  MYRA PATTISON,  EDDIE PEARSON,  COLIN PRICE,  DAMIAN RAFFERTY,  JEAN RICHARDSON,  PAM 

ROBERTSON,  JOSEPH ROBINSON,  PAULA ROGERS,  HILDA RYAN,  AGNES SCULLY,  CORAZON SIMPSON,  MATTHEW STEEL,  BRENDA 

STOTT,  BRETT SWAIN,  GAIL SYMINGTON,  MELVIN THACKERAY,  LYNSEY TODD,  NORA TRISCHLER,  JONATHON VOKES,  KAY 

WALLACE,  JAMES WALSH,  ANTHONY WEEGRAM 

 

All the sick and their carers, both at home and in hospital, are prayed for at each Mass,  

as well as the health and safety of all parishioners.   

 

Please pray for those who have died recently:  

Olivia Dunn 

and for their family and friends who mourn their loss. 

 

We also pray for all those whose anniversaries fall this week: 

ST JOSEPH’S: James Lynch, John Kelly, Joe Waller, Marjorie Neenan, Breda Cockburn, Sandra Heron, Marlene Crowther, 

Maureen Aisbitt, Kitty Gillen. 

ST MARY’S: Brian Wallace, Alice Maud Heal, Jim Welch, Edna Hildrith, Thomas McGarry, Joan Smith, Marie-Jeanne Storm. 

ST PATRICK’S: Madge Collier, Anne Moir, Elgar Forster, William Perry, Marie Baxter. 

ST JOHN VIANNEY’S: Lawrence Larkin, Mattie Purcel, Amelia Dickinson, Peggy McPherson. 

ST THOMAS MORE’S: Joan Mary Arnold, Terence Howe, Thelma Marie Dolman, Joseph Phelan, Cyril Stothard, Sheila Caden, 

Irene Reddington, Theresa Lavery, Violet Turner, Keith Higgins, Alice Tomlinson, Derrick Gowland, Gertrude Graham, Winifred 

Goss, Gordon Pearson, Kenneth Abdullah, Margaret Lewis, Ellen Hodgson. 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them. Amen. 

_________________________________________________ 

 

Listen to the Word                         Fifth Sunday of Lent 

 

Isaiah 43: 16-21     Psalm 125    Philippians 3: 8-14       John 8: 1-11 

 

There is a line from Isaiah which speaks to me of the power of the Sacrament of Reconciliation “No need to recall the past, no 

need to think about what has gone before”. It reminds me that the forgiveness that our loving Father pours into our lives when 

we seek Him in reconciliation makes of the past a distant country, one where we need never to walk again. In another line 

Isaiah prophesises “I am making a road in the wilderness, paths in the wild”; each time we seek reconciliation a new road is built 

that will keep us in God’s love if we choose to follow Him. We have God’s promise that he will provide a light, that all we need to 

do is open our eyes to see it. He will take us from the wilderness of our lives and create a new way for us to follow if we allow 

him into our lives. 

Paul knew these roads, these paths; he is a reminder to us that God’s forgiveness is for everyone no matter our past lives. Paul. a 

devoted follower of the law, has a new path, one which may cause him pain and suffering but one he will gladly follow if he can 

win the prize he is racing for. His life, like ours, will take many twists and turns, it will be far from easy, but he sees the finish, 

when he can find his rest in Christ Jesus. 

There is a certain tension in the Gospel passage from John. Once again Jesus is tested by the scribes and pharisees, once again 

they seek to undermine his authority, to question his teaching. The woman caught in adultery is their victim, condemned for an 

act of sin, the punishment for which is death by stoning. They call on Jesus to confirm this law, a verdict without forgiveness, 

without sympathy, just the certainty of a brutal, painful execution by the mob. By a single sentence Jesus silences them, opening 

their eyes to their own faults. One by one they turn away chained by their own sins. 

It can be difficult to accept that God’s love can free us from even the most dreadful of sins, but if we have faith, and we trust in 

God then we too can walk the road of forgiveness and leave our sins behind us in the dust of the road.      David Frank 

_________________________________________________ 
 

DONATIONS – Anyone wishing to provide regular giving, you can instruct your bank to set up a standing order using these details: ……     

  Beneficiary: DHN The Holy Family  Account Number: 11173928 Sort Code: 40-34-45.  Thank you.



THIS WEEK’S MASSES 
During the suspension of Sunday Obligation 

*Live stream: www.facebook.com/HolyFamilyHartlepool 

 

Pre-Recorded Telephone Liturgies Call: 01429 450388 for recorded Liturgy of the Word,  

homily, and prayers available from Saturday evenings onwards (calls charged at local rate) 

 

 

 
St Joseph’s  

TS26 9EY 

St Mary’s  

TS24 0HD 

St Patrick’s  

TS25 3QG 

Saturday 

2nd April 2022 

 Weekday of Lent 

4.00 pm - 4.30 pm 

Exposition and Confessions  

. 

5.00 pm Vigil Mass 

Joseph McHugh (RD) 

 10.00 am Mass 

In Thanksgiving 

11.45 am Benediction 

 

12.00 pm End of the 24 hours 

Sunday 

3rd April 2022 

5th Sunday of Lent 

10.00 am Mass 

Marie & Alan Ferguson 

Tea and Coffee after Mass 

 

4.00 pm The 4 O’Clock Service 

 

4.30 pm Stations of the Cross 

and Benediction 

 

*11.00 am Mass 

 Edna & Monsignor Kevin 

Vasey 

9.00 am Mass 

Steven Tierney & Madge Collier 

Monday 

4th April 2022 

  Weekday of Lent  

 

  

10.00 am Mass  

 Tony Atkinson, and the 

Deceased Members of the 

Atkinson Family 

 

Tuesday 

5th April 2022 

 Weekday of Lent 

12.05 pm Mass 

Sarah Dwyer 

2.00 pm Stations 

of the Cross 

 

10.30 am - 11.30 am 

 Exposition, Rosary  

and Private Prayer  
 

1.00 pm - 3.00 pm  

Over 60s Club 

 

6.30 pm Mass 

Nancy & William Perry 

Wednesday 

6th April 2022 

 Weekday of Lent 

6.00 pm - 6.25 pm 

Exposition and Confessions 
 

 

6.30 pm Mass 

Roland, Thomas & Mary Hey 

  

Thursday 

7th April 2022 

 Weekday of Lent  

12.05 pm Requiem Mass 

Olivia Dunn 

6.30 pm Mass 

Margaret Davidson 

 

Friday 

8th April 2022 

 Weekday of Lent 

12.05 pm Mass 

Sheila Mary Hornby 

 

 6.00 pm Stations 

of the Cross 

Friday 8th 7.45am Mass at English Martyrs Sixth Form College  

                                                                               Parking in the laybys or staff carpark. Entrance through the main doors. 

Saturday 

9th April 2022 

 Weekday of Lent 

4.00 pm - 4.30 pm 

Exposition and Confessions  

. 

5.00 pm Vigil Mass 

Catherine & Joseph D Monaghan, 

and Catherine M Monaghan 

*10.00 am Stations 

of the Cross 

 

Sunday 

10th April 2022 

Palm Sunday of the 

Passion of the Lord 

10.00 am Mass 

Jimmy & Sheila Dobing 

 

4.30 pm Stations of the Cross 

and Benediction 
 

*11.00 am Mass 

George & Peggy Heal 

9.00 am Mass 

Paul Lennard 

It is essential to wear 

masks in Church, and 

to practice social 

distancing to maintain 

it as a safe place for 

worship. 

http://www.facebook.com/HolyFamilyHartlepool

